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Newsletter 7 – May 2018 
 

Dear Students, 

Welcome to the May newsletter for the Soils in Scottish Schools project. This will be our final newsletter as 

next month we plan to send you the results of the analysis carried out on your soil samples before your 

schools break up for the summer holidays. Since we will not be in touch over the summer months it would 

be helpful for us to have an idea of how many of you will attend our Grand Environment Event on 6th 

September and you will see we have requested this information below. 

We are also putting the finishing touches to a bid to fund a new project on microplastics and we have 

included details of this. If we are successful we hope you will consider being involved in this project too! 

Lastly we have included details of a microbiology project which might be of interest to those of you who 

also study Biology.   

Best wishes, 

Debbie and Christine  

 

 

 

Grand Environment Event, Thursday 6th 

September 2018 
The event will begin at 10 am and will include talks 

from our researchers and our fantastic guest speaker 

Professor Iain Stewart. Schools should bring along their 

winning posters, and an overall champion poster will 

be selected, with prizes for the winning pupils and 

school. The programme for the day will run as follows: 

 
10.00 - 10.15  Welcome 

10.15 - 10.30  Project Team Presentation: a Student’s Perspective 

10.30 - 10.45 Dr Christine Davidson 

10.45 - 11.30 Refreshments and Judging of Posters 

11.30 - 11.50 Professor Iain Stewart 

11.50 - 12.15 Prize Giving and Closing Remarks 

Could teachers please send an email to Debbie at d.willison@strath.ac.uk if they plan to attend? Could you 

also include the names of the student(s) who will accompany you? Many thanks! 
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Microplastics Project  
The aim of our new project would be to help students to understand 

what plastics are, why they are important and why it is important to 

monitor and resolve the problem of plastic waste. We plan to do this 

through the provision of a bespoke lesson plan, which will give 

students an understanding of plastics and microplastics and will 

encourage them to think about current environmental issues.  

 

We would then link the theoretical aspects of this lesson to a practical 

application by supplying a protocol and sampling materials for the 

collection of water and/or sediment samples from the banks of a 

nearby loch, river, stream or sea. The collected samples would first be 

studied at school and then sent to the University for further analysis 

using modern analytical techniques. A report outlining the general 

findings of the study would be prepared and this would be sent to 

each school with the specific results for the school included. 

 

 

During the analysis period, in parallel, participating schools will engage in a poster competition on the 

subject of ‘Microplastics: Their Impact on the Environment’. The winner/winning team from each school, 

along with their teacher, will be invited to attend a national event (travel expenses paid) which will be 

hosted at the University of Strathclyde. The success of our bid will be announced in June. Fingers crossed! 

 

 

 

Swab and Send: the search for the next 

antibiotic! 
This project may be of interest to chemists and biologists 
alike. 
 
The identification of new antibiotics is of vital importance as 
the rise of infections caused by antibiotic resistant bacteria 
continues. Most of the antibiotics we use today come from 
bacteria and fungi that inhabit the soil. The next antibiotic 
might come from microbes that live in the back of your 
cupboard, your bin or on the change in your pocket or your 
mobile phone! 
 
Dr Adam Roberts from the Liverpool School of Tropical 
Medicine is supervising a project where schools can pledge to 
buy swabs to join the hunt for the next antibiotic. You can 
contact him at adam.roberts@lstmed.ac.uk and he will send 
swabs for schools to swab an area which might be home to 
some interesting microbes. The swabs should then be 
returned to him and his team will determine if there are any 
bacteria present and if they are making any antibiotics. 
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