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CL437 Project Analysis (10 Credits) 

201718 

Themed Report (& Rich Picture) Coursework 

 

Background 

A themed report (2000 words / 60% weighting) coursework required the students’ to select 
one topic from six (below) and to critique the topic and where possible link their discussion to 
professional practice vis-a-vis the ICE Attributes (1) and /or IStructE objectives (2). CL437 is an 
elective and over the past four academic sessions a total of (n=220) students’ have completed 
the course. The list below indicates the popularity of each topic. 
 

1. Civil Engineering as Art & the Importance of Aesthetics in Design. 32% (n=70) 
2. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) / Professional Ethics. 24% (n=52) 
3. Celebrating Civil Engineering: Engineering, People & Place. 14% (n=32) 
4. Project Stakeholder Management (the public).11% (n=25) 
5. Optimism Bias & Risk Management in Civil Engineering Projects.105 (n=22) 
6. The Politician and the Civil Engineer and the Civil Engineer as Politician.9% (n=19) 

 
For the 2017-18 session I decided to enhance the student experience through the introduction 
of a collaborative Assessment for Learning (Afl) (part 2) task. The rich picture assessment 
(20% weighting) required students to form self-selected pairs with a peer who had researched 
a different topic to their own. Each pair peer review the other’s “themed” coursework report 
and  the students’ were encouraged to engage in constructive dialogue that would ideally be 
the catalyst for reflective thinking, leading to synergy, unexpected learning, and providing links 
between what may have initially appeared to be disparate topics. 
 
The rich picture task required the students to represent this new knowledge in a pictorial 
format. The students were sent links to guidance (3, 4, 5) explaining the concept and purpose of 
rich pictures and were required to construct a rich picture during a 2 hour class session. The 
students were informed that coloured pens and flip chart paper would be made available and 
that they could bring along any other art materials that they may like to use. It was envisaged 
that this activity would offer a fun environment for practicing sketching / doodling and 
challenge students’ to be intuitive & creative in the representation of their combined 
knowledge.  
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The students’ were informed that they would have 90 minutes to complete their rich pictures 
and that on completion all of the posters would be displayed for viewing. As an incentive to 
encourage the students to view the posters in an active manner a competitive element was 
introduced whereby the students were asked to make one vote for their favourite rich picture 
poster.  A small cash prize for the two authors of the most popular poster was offered. Given 
that the viewing window was time bound the students were not issued with objective guidance 
on how to assess the quality of the posters and were left to make their own personal value 
judgements.  
 
In regards to the assessment (20% weighting) I did seek to undertake an objective 
assessment of each poster (15% weighting) through uncovering evidence of “insightful 
knowledge” conveyed through graphical & textual formats. To what degree did the rich picture 
present a story of learning connecting the two topics? Did the rich picture convey evidence of 
synergy? Whilst the quality of hand drawn graphical representation was not a key constituent 
of “the grade” I acknowledge the propensity for a personal conscious bias to be ever-present 
in seeking pleasure from quality graphical images.  
 
The smaller part of the assessment (5% weighting) required the students’ to submit an 
anonymous one-page reflective report to MyPlace. The students’ were informed that this part 
of the assessment would not be graded and that they would receive 100% for recoding their 
honest opinions concerning their participation in the rich picture Afl. The purpose of this part of 
the Afl was twofold, (1) to encourage the students to develop metacognition skills through 
reflecting on their own practice of acquiring explicit and tacit knowledge, and (2) to assist my 
own understanding of employing rich pictures as a pedagogical intervention and to evaluate its 
effectiveness in conjunction with my assessment of their posters. 
 

Justification 

The Joint Board of Moderators (JBM) are licensed by the Engineering Council (EngC) to 
undertake scrutiny of educational programmes in regards to accreditation of institutions 
offering programmes that it will accept as meeting the requirements to register as  a 
professional engineer. Consulting the JBM (2017) Guidelines for Developing Degree 
Programmes (6) offers support that aligns with the aims of introducing the rich picture Afl: 
 
 Specifically, the JBM refer to providing students with a ‘stimulating and relevant 
 education experiences’ (p.3); the provision of a learning environment which facilitates 
 ‘collaboration, creative thinking and ingenuity’ and a requirement to ‘develop freehand 
 sketching as a standard tool of engineering’ (p.4);  for students to ‘think outside the box’ 
 in order to find better solutions’ (p.7); to demonstrate ‘team working’ and ‘ creative 
 skills’(p.7); to ‘undergo reflective learning’ and to encourage students to ‘take 
 responsibility for their own learning and intellectual development’ (p.8); and to provide 
 the distinctive educational base that will produce graduates who are ‘imaginative, 
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versatile, confident and inquisitive’ (p.23); to encourage students to ‘create and use sketches 
and diagrams as a direct means of communication or to complement written material or verbal 
presentation’(p.29);and to  ‘encourage the development of exploratory self-learning’ (p.30). 
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Unexpected Learning 

On completion of the rich picture activity in the CL437 Project Analysis class, I can say it was 
a success from my point of view. Beforehand, I thought that it would be a pointless exercise 
with no point to it. Initially it seemed childish and a waste of time, although as the class began, 
it proved to be very enjoyable and provoked thoughts about my own report and my partners 
report which I otherwise would have overlooked. 
 
Illustrating what I had learned through; sketches, pictures and pictographs was a lot more 
enjoyable than I had initially anticipated.  
 
The Rich Pictures exercise was something like I have never experienced at my time studying 
civil engineering at Strathclyde. 
 
Initially when I started the workshop I thought it would be a waste of time, especially with 
upcoming deadlines. However, once starting it was an enjoyable exercise and one which I 
learned from.  
 
A Rich Picture exercise is something I hadn’t thought of before, so before class on the 19th 
March I wasn’t too sure of what to expect. However, it wasn’t anything to be cautious about 
and was relatively straightforward…once the brainstorming had finished. Aimed at the creative 
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side of the brain it was a better and more enjoyable class session than the usual lectures – 
something different and interactive so that people don’t fall asleep early on a Monday morning. 
But overall, it was a good exercise to develop further knowledge on my partner’s topic and 
then how could we link the two topics together to form an informative poster.  
 
In conclusion despite being initially sceptical about the idea after taking part in the session and 
understanding the concept behind the “rich picture” I felt it was an excellent way of presenting 
complex ideas in a simple and informative manner and a method I will definitely aim to use 
again in the future.  
 
When Mike first told us about the coursework, my colleagues and I were all quite dubious 
about how effective it would really be to our learning. We had never heard nor had we 
participated in the creation of a rich picture before and so had very little understanding of what 
the task actually entailed. 
 
The rich picture exercise was better than I expected. I felt that using the pictures and art, 
allowed for association between the two topic areas. The use of connecting diagrams sparked 
ideas in my head. Which as I discussed in my essay, was a more holistic and creative way of 
thinking.  
 
 

 
 
 
I spoke to many of my peers before the exercise and I think a lot of us were a bit worried about 
doing something unknown and different. However, after the class, the general feedback I got 
from people was that they had a great time trying out something different. I would recommend 
continuing the rich pictures coursework throughout other years. I think most people will at first 
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be a little hesitant and sceptical, as was I, but after doing the exercise, my opinion changed 
and I couldn’t really say a bad word about it.  
 
When I first heard about this assignment I was both nervous and curious. I was curious 
because I had never the chance as an engineer to participate in a project more creative and 
without analysis, calculations or even writing. In the other hand I was nervous because my art 
skills are not very well so I thought that I would not manage to do it. However for a rich picture 
there is no need for artistic skills just imagination. 
 
To create a rich picture it is sure that you have a great knowledge of what you want to say, 
because you must give it to somebody and this person to understand what you want to tell 
him. Also in my country we say that a picture is equals with one thousand words so rich 
pictures is a way to express things with a bit more creative way and also more concentrated 
way. 
 

 

Enjoyable 

I felt that this was a more enjoyable class than the jigsaw approach which is slightly drier. This 
was a nice change of assessment especially at this time of year. I also thought the explanation 
given was clear and thorough. I went into the task knowing exactly what was required. I.e. the 
main aim was to see how the topics combine and could be represented together. 
 
All in all, this was a very enjoyable, beneficial and rewarding task which I would happily do 
again.  
 
I found the rich picture task a very enjoyable exercise to undertake. It allowed me to pass on 
the knowledge that I had learned from the research undertaken. Passing this knowledge on to 
my peer allowed me to further enhance, and refining, the knowledge acquired about 
celebrating civil engineering. 
 
Overall, I thought this exercise was beneficial. I learned a lot about my chosen topic and some 
about my partners. It was certainly more enjoyable than just reading notes and taking an exam 
on it all. 
 
The rich picture exercise was enjoyable as it was a good exercise to combine learning on a 
differing field. It was also challenging to try and imagine a picture process to link the Art of 
Engineering with CSR, but the actual process of drawing the posters was enjoyable.  
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For the report I found the topics presented an unusual but enjoyable twist away from what we 
have learnt in previous years. Being presented with broad topic areas allowed me to pursue a 
report on something I was generally interested in and made it far more enjoyable. 
 
Once we got started with the poster it turned out to be a really effective and enjoyable 
exercise. Having slaved away over dissertations and reports for the last few weeks it was nice 
to get an escape and do something that was a bit less tasking on the brain, and allow us to be 
quite creative and enjoy ourselves. 
 
The opportunity to express what I had learned about civil engineering and politics visually was 
an extremely enjoyable experience. Not many Civil Engineering classes have allowed me to 
explore creativity and this method of learning allowed me to do this. Illustrating what I had 
learned through; sketches, pictures and pictographs was a lot more enjoyable than I had 
initially anticipated. 
 
I believe the rich picture exercise is very worthwhile for engineering students as it promotes 
skills useful to the workplace we will enter. It also was a rather different exercise we are 
accustomed to in university which I found enjoyable and refreshing. I would recommend the 
rich picture exercise to students of all year groups.  
 
I found the rich picture exercise very enjoyable and useful for furthering my understanding.  
Reading and critiquing my partner’s coursework was very useful and gave me an insight into 
stakeholder management, a topic that I wasn’t well read in previously. Combining our 
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knowledge in order to produce a rich picture furthered our insight by allowing us to dig deeper 
still into our topics and brought out details that weren’t initially apparent to us.  
 
I enjoyed the process of creating the rich pictures, it was good getting to choose your partners 
as it made the task much more enjoyable.  
 
The actual topics were quite boring but doing this activity made learning about them slightly 
more enjoyable.  
I enjoyed the experience of needing to consider such an undetermined aspect. 
 
Creating the rich picture itself was an extremely enjoyable morning. I felt prepared regarding 
what a rich picture was, and although I had many ideas of what to produce content wise, I was 
not altogether, absolutely confident on a plan. Meeting with my partner and making notes and 
sketches on A4 paper, and my initial dabbling thoughts were blown away, by a concept that I 
think we were both impressed by.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
I enjoyed the rich picture class, it was very different and enjoyable, especially at this time of 
the year when stress is running high. It relived a little bit of pressure and allowed a little bit of 
fun and colour into the curriculum. I wrote about art in civil engineering, again I thought this  
was a great topic as I had maybe lost sight of the art within the industry behind all the 
numbers.  
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This exercise was enjoyable and allowed me to learn about another topic than my own. It 
allowed us to analyse the link between various topics within the engineering sector. 
 
In general, by creating and viewing other posters created by fellow students, I was able to gain 
valuable knowledge and develop a great feel for creativity. As a whole this exercise was great 
fun and an enjoyable method of quick/interesting learning.  
 
This kind of coursework is enjoyable as it provides more context about real-life engineering 
than reading about soils and steel in textbooks. Having a relatively open brief (i.e. “write about 
art in engineering”) made research more interested and the final report more rewarding, as it 
allowed us to choose our own interpretation, objectives and approach – unlike the strict 
expectations common in other subjects. 
 
Overall, I found the assignment enjoyable and beneficial on a personal and educational level. 
The assignment allowed me to expand my knowledge in areas I care about, as well as my 
understanding of their relationship with engineering – something I have had difficulty with in 
the past. Consequently, this made me appreciate the subjects and their relationships more 
than before. 
 
As this is the first time I have experienced this, I have nothing really to compare it with, but I 
found the experience enjoyable. It was nice to express an artistic side to learning for a change. 
It would have been nice to get a little more time to have a proper look at other people’s 
pictures in more detail, with the creators maybe giving us a little story about their topics and 
pictures. Overall however, I thought the Rich Picture exercise was a novel and enjoyable way 
of understanding the connections between different aspects of Civil Engineering and Project 
Analysis. 
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Fun 

This task however was much more fun and an effective way of learning. I felt as if I left the 
class having learned something I will remember about my partners topic instead of 
memorising something for an exam and forgetting it soon after. Personally, I remember things 
better by visualising a link for example a picture or diagram, so this task was much more 
effective for myself.  
 
I think it is a good way to present things and to make us interested in other’s work, because it 
is a fun approach.  
 
I believe this was a fun exercise and a good way of learning, compared to the conventional 
way I am used to where I read slides, do calculations etc. 
 
Another aspect of the task was the social benefit of getting to produce a fun, innovative poster 
with a peer. 
 
I feel the rich pictures were a fun and creative way to learn and although were not necessarily 
a necessity in learning about each subject, they definitely enhanced creative thinking and 
different approach to gaining knowledge 
Overall it was a fun experience but my group was not able to come up with design for the 
poster as we were having a hard time merging the topics, we ended up drawing it in the last 
few minutes as other people were already hanging their posters. 
 
With reference to previous methods of traditional learning I found the rich picture exercise to 
be a very fun and beneficial experience. 
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The topic I had wrote about for the essay, politics, can often be considered boring and 
mundane, although I have a strong interest in this area so I enjoyed writing about it, but being 
able to implement the ideas I had on the topic and express them in the form of a rich picture I 
thought was really fun and a different approach to learning. 
 
I enjoyed the rich picture class, it was very different and enjoyable, especially at this time of 
the year when stress is running high. It relived a little bit of pressure and allowed a little bit of 
fun and colour into the curriculum. I wrote about art in civil engineering, again I thought this 
was a great topic as I had maybe lost sight of the art within the industry behind all the 
numbers.  
 
For our rich picture we looked at a cartoon theme of a town, I found this way fun and helped 
provoke thinking of how engineering is incorporated into the public’s everyday life. It was 
challenging at times to find a cross over in topics, even though we had thought of this prior to 
the class, and not just have 2 separate themes on the same poster. 
 
I also found this rich picture coursework fun which is not something I can always say about 
coursework. 
 
As a whole this exercise was great fun and an enjoyable method of quick/interesting learning. 
 
The rich picture design was a unique and interesting way of receiving a wide range of 
knowledge. I found the actual creation of the poster to be a fun and worthwhile experience that 
really helped me understand both topics in greater detail. 
 
It provided a fun and energetic way to take on board new concepts. 
 
Overall this exercise is very beneficial. It is a fun and very effective way of gaining knowledge. 
Although it was compulsory to make the rich picture, I find myself still researching further into 
my partner’s topic as well as the other areas. 
 

Creative 

Another aspect of the task was the social benefit of getting to produce a fun, innovative poster 
with a peer. The enjoyment of being able to do something more creative than normal, that 
wasn’t too serious, in which we could allow our creative side of the brain to take over. I would 
be very happy to see it worth a greater portion of the mark for this year. 
 
The ‘rich pic’ task also developed my interpreting skills as I had to think about what I had 
learned and translate that knowledge into an illustration that my partner would understand. 
Similarly, I had to work out my partners illustrations and think outside the box. 
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This coursework opened up a new door to me that I haven’t seen in years, it let me be creative 
and helped me view things within the industry in a more colourful manner.  
 

 
 
It was great to be able to use our creative side for a change as most of university work is 
analytical. I took the lead in drawing the rich pictures as I had sketching experience. I tried to 
be as creative as possible and to have a comical side to the posters. This meant that it was 
more engaging for the viewer and more memorable. 
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This exercise has also allowed me to exercise my creative ability and develop a deeper 
understanding of civil engineering.  
 
It was great on many accounts, first of all it was good practice of group work, and it grew 
communication skills and confidence in your own work. Secondly and most importantly it was 
a whole new way of teaching. Over the four years at university that I have attended, everything 
has been by the book. This coursework opened up a new door to me that I haven’t seen in 
years, it let me be creative and helped me view things within the industry in a more colourful 
manner.  
 
If I am honest, I am not the most competent of artist’s but I thoroughly enjoyed getting out of 
my comfort zone and practices some sketches. This allowed me to use some creative skills 
and express my thoughts in a none analytical manner – something very unusual for this 
degree.  
 
Final thought – keep going out of the ordinary for classes and try different learning techniques. 
It is very refreshing from a student’s point of view to try something new and go against the 
norm. Especially something as creative as the rich pictures. 
 
Using creative processes to convey our work also helped in connecting with the subjects, 
making us actually think rather than regurgitating information. 
 
It has taught me how imagery can be a useful tool to communicate and learn information. By 
providing sketches and ideas by way of a rich picture I feel this could transfer well to early 
conceptual design work. Posters and indeed rich pictures are a core means of communication. 
I can see why a rich picture has been chosen as I feel using rich pictures would be a great 
way to communicate civil engineering to the general public and to a younger audience. This 
exercise has also allowed me to exercise my creative ability and develop a deeper 
understanding of civil engineering.  
 
I also found this rich picture coursework fun which is not something I can always say about 
coursework. This also made use of the right, creative, side of the brain something which is not 
something I have had to use often during my studies. 
 
Using the developed relationships, I was able to create a creative poster along with my 
partner, I found this very useful as I usually struggle with creative designs and lack ideas. This 
also shows the importance of teamwork and effective communication skills, to bring together 
any piece of work and present it in a successful method.  
 
Although it was not immediately obvious how our topics related after summarising our own 
topics to each other we easily drew some comparisons from one another that had not 
previously been considered. This part of the exercise helped open of trains of thought that 
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were out of the box and helped better understand each other’s topics as well as our own by 
considering them in a different perspective to determine 3 intelligent diagrams relating to each 
other’s topics. 
 
I feel the rich pictures were a fun and creative way to learn and although were not necessarily 
a necessity in learning about each subject, they definitely enhanced creative thinking and 
different approach to gaining knowledge. 
I think this type of exercise would be beneficial to all students as it would help to improve their 
creativity, as well as their less logical thinking. This type of activity is good for 4th year students 
as something creative due to their coursework load being very logical, with mainly essays and 
calculations. It gives a different way of learning and assessing which may come as a release 
to these students in their final years. 
 
The exercise also helped me to try use my creative skills to come up with a visually appealing 
rich picture – this is something that is not done a lot in our course and would encourage other 
lecturers to try exercises similar if asked. 
Although, creative, artistic and “right-minded” are not amongst the most essential skills that a 
civil engineer must possess, I do believe that they are very beneficial and have positive 
influence on engineer’s work. Therefore, I would recommend rich picture activity in the future 
as a strategy to enhance students’ creativity and artistic skills, as well as their knowledge 
about a variety of topics related to the industry. 
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The rich picture experience was an interesting experience. This allowed me to approach my 
knowledge from a different perspective and to develop new communication skills. This 
exercise also allows us to improve our creative side while keeping the technical skills that we 
want others to understand. 
 
Once we got started with the poster it turned out to be a really effective and enjoyable 
exercise. Having slaved away over dissertations and reports for the last few weeks it was nice 
to get an escape and do something that was a bit less tasking on the brain, and allow us to be 
quite creative and enjoy ourselves. 
 
Although it may not be the best use of time at such a crucial stage of 4th year whilst we are 
trying to finish our dissertations, it was nice to get away from that for a couple of hours and be 
creative. I think this would be an effective learning approach for anyone of any age. 
 
I did enjoy being creative in an engineering degree for once and would recommend that you 
continue with creative exercises, although a marking scheme some form would have gave me 
confidence going into the class.   
 
Aimed at the creative side of the brain it was a better and more enjoyable class session than 
the usual lectures – something different and interactive so that people don’t fall asleep early 
on a Monday morning. But overall, it was a good exercise to develop further knowledge on my 
partner’s topic and then how could we link the two topics together to form an informative 
poster. 
 
By having a discussion over a rich picture and visually representing what we had learned 
allowed our creative minds to explore both our topics further and this granted us the ability of 
coming up with new ideas we had never thought of before. I felt as if the rich picture was the 
main reasoning for our creative minds to come out as we had never really had such an 
experience or done similar work in this degree course. The final stage of the rich picture 
exercise was particularly interesting as it allowed the both of us to come up with a link 
between our respective topics. This was interesting in the sense that both of us had never 
thought our topics could be linked as they were very different in their nature, but we came to 
the realisation that there were key themes that overlapped amongst both topics. I think without 
the rich picture it would have been very difficult for the both of us to develop a link between our 
topics as we would not have been given the opportunity to explore our creative pathways and 
explore key ideas and develop new ones. 
 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed doing the rich picture exercise as it was an unconventional method of 
learning but it was very interesting and effective. I believe that more of the same also has to 
be done in other classes within this degree course to allow us to explore our creative side 
more. 
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I mentioned in my coursework on the topic ‘Art and Engineering’ that a creative way of thinking 
should be encouraged in universities as courses are often ‘left side brain’ based. The class 
exercise was very much ‘right side brain; learning which I feel was a great thing to encourage 
in a civil engineering course.  
 

 
 
 
Overall I found the exercise very enjoyable and useful, and would heartily recommend it to 
future years.  
 
In general, I felt that as well as being a learning exercise that was engaging, the rich pictures 
task was also really creative with the ability to express one’s learning and opinion through 
images as well as text. I do not draw very often but I enjoyed the opportunity to do it for this 
task and it made me want to get back into drawing in the future. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed this exercise as it was an unconventional way of putting my ideas down 
on paper. By examining two different topics and finding a link between them involved some 
critical and also creative thinking.  
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This is completely the opposite of what, as an engineering student, I am used to. This 
coincides with the ideas on my poster as there should be more creative tasks and abstract 
thinking within engineering, so this exercise created that fun element to the work.  
 
I believe this was a fun exercise and a good way of learning, compared to the conventional 
way I am used to where I read slides, do calculations etc. I would be happy to participate in 
this exercise again and hopefully be able to fully make the most of it by combining my 
knowledge with my peers and creating an innovate and creative rich picture.  
 
When deciding on a base design for our picture, we were both set on the fact that we wanted 
to convey our information through creative design and images rather than a high quantity of 
text which could potentially be boring for the reader involved.  
 
Overall I found the brainstorming and designing of the rich picture exercise to be both very 
insightful and enjoyable. I believe that the concept of rich pictures is a great way to convey 
information through creative thinking and design rather than conveying it through large 
amounts of text and information. 
 
When I first heard about this assignment I was both nervous and curious. I was curious 
because I had never the chance as an engineer to participate in a project more creative and 
without analysis, calculations or even writing. In the other hand I was nervous because my art 
skills are not very well so I thought that I would not manage to do it. However for a rich picture 
there is no need for artistic skills just imagination. 
 
To create a rich picture it is sure that you have a great knowledge of what you want to say, 
because you must give it to somebody and this person to understand what you want to tell 
him. Also in my country we say that a picture is equals with one thousand words so rich 
pictures is a way to express things with a bit more creative way and also more concentrated 
way. 
 
I also researched into why civil engineers are less creative, where this stems from and how it 
can be improved. I found that art was a good way to develop holistic and spontaneous 
thinking. I found it interesting the role education plays in forcing left brain thinking. I also found 
it relatable, as my creative instinct is unrefined. I also enjoyed giving thought to my future 
career. It got me thinking about how my relationship will be with an architect in the future. I 
began thinking about how I can develop this relationship and looking at things from an 
architect’s point of view. I looked into the design of aesthetic structures, especially bridges as I 
will be working in a bridges department this summer. I had never considered what actually 
makes an aesthetic structure before, so I believed I am better suited for this summer already 
having undertaken this coursework.  
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However, after the first link was found more links and relationships stemmed from this. I would 
say that being artistic is not my thing but this activity helped to bring out my creative side, i.e. 
using the right side of my brain. The effective learning was a result of having the freedom to 
represent our ideas and thoughts about the topic.  
 
Overall, the rich text picture assignment was a fun and engaging exercise that encouraged us 

to be creative and imaginative about the work we undertook. Combining ideas and different 

knowledge and presenting it in the form of art actually helped us both realise how art in our 

field gives us a reason to celebrate civil engineering’s long and beautiful history. 

Peer Working /Learning / Support 

Another aspect of the task was the social benefit of getting to produce a fun, innovative poster 
with a peer. 
 
This task also developed my interpersonal skills with my peers as we worked together to get 
the best possible drawing. We both had different ideas and voiced our ideas and came to a 
final solution that we both agreed on. I feel this skill is essential when in the workplace and this 
task developed this ability.  
 
I found the rich picture task a very enjoyable exercise to undertake. It allowed me to pass on 
the knowledge that I had learned from the research undertaken. Passing this knowledge on to 
my peer allowed me to further enhance, and refining, the knowledge acquired about 
celebrating civil engineering. I found that reading my peers report, covering corporate social 
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responsibility, was a lot more interesting and improved the effectiveness of the task, as I was 
looking out for areas of overlapping points in order to relate this to my own research. 
Exchanging essays with a peer was beneficial to my learning as it doubled the number of 
themes that I had learn encouraging conversation about the civil engineering industry and the 
interesting facts which we had researched. 
 
I found it helpful to read my peers essay to see the different view they took on their theme. We 
were both able to offer constructive criticism on each other’s work.  
 
 I really valued the experience of the rich picture exercise as it was a great teamwork 
experience and forced imaginative thinking between the partners. 
 
I believe the interaction with a colleague to produce the pictures is also a good way of learning 
different aspects of the course not looked at by yourself. 
 
I enjoyed that this coursework allowed my peer to look over my work and then join together 
ideas as this solo then group learning is not something I’ve encountered very often. 
 
I would promote this task in other classes as an effective way of learning and really getting to 
know your peers. 
Both my partner and I learned a great deal about each other’s projects and the general buzz 
or exploring a different style of learning resulted in me learning a lot more than I thought I 
would.  
 
I also find that some of the other types of tasks we are given such as the jigsaw task are also 
good however not as fun as the ‘rich pic’ task. I feel I learned more about my partner and their 
way of thinking by doing this task, whereas I feel it’s much harder to learn things about your 
partner through the jigsaw task. I would promote this task in other classes as an effective way 
of learning and really getting to know your peers.  
 
 
We exchanged the 2000 word reports that we had completed and we read each other’s. It was 
beneficial to read my peers work to compare points of view and styles of writing. This is unique 
as in university, we are normally encouraged not to share our work with others and be more 
individualistic. This means we are missing an important opportunity to gain new skills that we 
would not normal be able to develop. I found my partner’s subject interesting as there were 
many intriguing facts highlighted in the report. 
 
When my partner read my report, she provided me with a points to improve my report which 
was helpful. I gained a new knowledge when I read my partner report. 
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A further step myself and my partner took was to analyse each other’s work and discuss how 
we could incorporate different elements into the essay/improve the readability of the piece. 
 
After finishing my first draft of my own theme report essay, I began my preparation for the 
exercise by reading over my partner’s essay on the Saturday before. I took notes and came up 
with ideas of how the two essays may relate to each other. Initially I found this quite difficult as 
the topics were very different, and I could not determine how the topics related. Eventually I 
came up with several ideas to bring to the table on Monday morning.  
 
It allowed for collaborative learning between myself and my partner, under a slight yet 
manageable amount of time pressure, to combine our ideas and portray them in a way that we 
thought was justified. ….It served as a good team building exercise as it required good 
communication between two partners, and was definitely a worth-while assessment to do. 
 
During the exercise, I was able to understand my partner’s topic fully, gaining more 
knowledge, without having to fully research another area. We were able to find common points 
about each of our topics and discuss further. 
 
I was surprised how much I found my chosen topic interesting. From the outset, I was 

sceptical I could engage with the subject “Stakeholders”. However I gained lots of new 

knowledge from it. Therefore I was enthusiastic in sharing it with my partner. 
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Displaying & Viewing the Rich Pictures 

When I saw the posters of other pairs, it was so creative with the drawing and showing their 
topics I was impressed with. Also, it was easier for me to get their point from the sketches 
they’ve made and help me understanding the concept of rich pictures. 
 
Once all the posters were finished they were pinned up on the walls so that the class could go 
round and peer assess each other. Through this aspect, I was able to learn about the further 
topics past my own and my partner’s. I only reported on one topic, but left the Rich Picture 
session having learned a substantial amount on another topic and gained some brief 
knowledge on the remaining class topics.  
 
I also really enjoyed looking at other people’s posters and despite the complexity of the topics 
I was able to gain an understanding of the concept.   
 
Seeing other students approach to rich picture learning was also very interesting. Approaches 
to rich pictures were extremely varied and it was clear that students had explored other ways 
of learning. 
 
 

 
 
 
It was beneficial being able to see everyone’s posters when done, the process of voting also 
helped as it allowed you to critique each poster and see what others done well. In the end our 
poster was voted best, this was due to the creative ideas and not the graphic quality. 
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I found some of the rich pictures quite comical and I appreciated the efforts of my university 
peers greatly. It was amazing to see how creative some people were and the many interesting 
ways in which they conveyed new knowledge, bridged between topics and made this learning 
process palatable. 
 
Assessing other students’ posters was also interesting as some of them had come up with 
brilliant ideas and observations regarding my topic that I had not thought of myself furthering 
my understanding of CSR considerably 
I enjoyed marking other posters and look at different ideas and creativity.   
    
However, when I saw the posters of other pairs, it was so creative with the drawing and 
showing their topics I was impressed with. Also, it was easier for me to get their point from the 
sketches they’ve made and help me understanding the concept of rich pictures. 
 
It was good to see the other team’s posters although it made me realise how poor my attempt 
was.  
 
It was beneficial being able to see everyone’s posters when done, the process of voting also 
helped as it allowed you to critique each poster and see what others done well. In the end our 
poster was voted best, this was due to the creative ideas and not the graphic quality. 
 
In general, by creating and viewing other posters created by fellow students, I was able to gain 
valuable knowledge and develop a great feel for creativity. As a whole this exercise was great 
fun and an enjoyable method of quick/interesting learning.  
 
I had the opportunity to view rich pictures of the two topics that me and my partner studied 
which promoted further understanding of our own and also viewed what different perspectives 
other students had on the exercise, while also learning how my topic related to other topics 
that my partner had not chosen. The key points from other combinations of topic neither of us 
had chosen were also quickly and easily understood and I gained insight into each topic. 

 

Recommend 

Overall I found the exercise very enjoyable and useful, and would heartily recommend it to 
future years. 
 
Overall, I would highly recommend this to all years as I learned effectively through it. 
 
In conclusion I really valued the experience of the rich picture exercise as it was a great 
teamwork experience and forced imaginative thinking between the partners. I would 100% 
recommend this to be repeated for the years to come. It has enhanced my learning and was a 
very fun learning experience.   
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The crossover of learning, creativity, writing practice and fun, was clear to all, and I would 
recommend this coursework to future undergraduate civil engineers.  
 
I would recommend this task for every year as it was a fun activity while also learning more 
useful knowledge. This is a different way of learning but I feel it is an effective way of learning 
as it brings people together working on the same aim. 
 
Don’t get me wrong, it’s not everyone’s cup of tea, and may be very ineffective for many 
people, but personally I enjoyed it and would encourage other students, lecturers and classes 
to utilise this method.  
 
The rich picture exercise was enjoyable and much more informative than I thought it would be 
and would recommend to other year groups.  
 
I really enjoyed participating in the coursework and I would recommend this to future years as 
a good way to learn. Providing me with more actually job related problems and learning that 
need to be done before I graduate. Very interesting.  
 
Although, creative, artistic and “right-minded” are not amongst the most essential skills that a 
civil engineer must possess, I do believe that they are very beneficial and have positive 
influence on engineer’s work. Therefore, I would recommend rich picture activity in the future 
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as a strategy to enhance students’ creativity and artistic skills, as well as their knowledge 
about a variety of topics related to the industry. 
 
The part of exchanging knowledge with other people was great and creating a mind map 
showing what’s gained from both I highly recommend it for the course. After all rich picture 
activity, it is a new which can be improved if we can do it at home with our own equipment and 
time so we can present it in a nice way. 
 
Rich Picture encouraged thinking about how our themes linked which was interesting, 
however before the class, and even during the exercise, I was unsure on what we were 
expected to produce. I am still unsure of the marking criteria, so I have no idea how well we 
may have done. However, I did enjoy being creative in an engineering degree for once and 
would recommend that you continue with creative exercises, although a marking scheme 
some form would have gave me confidence going into the class.  
 
 

 
 
 
 I would highly recommend this exercise to be done with future 4th years and also other years 
as well. The only thing I would like improved would be to have a lecture or even half a lecture 
dedicated to discussing what a rich picture is and what it entails.  
 
I believe the rich picture exercise is very worthwhile for engineering students as it promotes 
skills useful to the workplace we will enter. It also was a rather different exercise we are 
accustomed to in university which I found enjoyable and refreshing. I would recommend the 
rich picture exercise to students of all year groups. 
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Overall I found the exercise very enjoyable and useful, and would heartily recommend it to 
future years.  
 
Overall I very much enjoyed both report, particularly the insistence on references, (very helpful 
practice for dissertation, as I feel as a year we were underprepared in doing this), and I 
enjoyed the poster. The crossover of learning, creativity, writing practice and fun, was clear to 
all, and I would recommend this coursework to future undergraduate civil engineers.  
 
In addition as an exchange student I cannot write in the English language as well as a native 
speaker but with a rich picture a can express all my thoughts with a clear way. 
To sum up, taking part in a concept like rich pictures was a really nice experience; you learn 
your subject and you can express better your thoughts even without words! I will definitely 
recommend as coursework for all the students and I am sure that I will include it in some of my 
works as presentation method. 
 

 
 
The rich picture exercise was enjoyable and much more informative than I thought it would be 
and would recommend to other year groups.  
 
Overall I did enjoy this exercise and would recommend for other students. I would also 
recommend this to other tutors to use in class. The exercise encourages cooperative learning 
and allows creativity in making the poster.  
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I would recommend this task for every year as it was a fun activity while also learning more 
useful knowledge. This is a different way of learning but I feel it is an effective way of learning 
as it brings people together working on the same aim. 
 
I would definitely recommend doing the rich picture exercise with all years as I definitely feel 
like it made me think more into my topic as we had to find a way to visually represent it. It also 
encouraged us to think deeper into our topic when trying to find links to our partner’s topic. 
Although mine and my partner’s were very similar, it was a challenge to find links to each 
other’s topic as well as to an ICE attribute. 
 
I would recommend continuing the rich pictures coursework throughout other years. I think 
most people will at first be a little hesitant and sceptical, as was I, but after doing the exercise, 
my opinion changed and I couldn’t really say a bad word about it.  
 
I would recommend that more of these classes are done throughout the university.  Looking 
around it seemed everyone was on board with the idea and put a lot of effort into the drawings 
which might not have been the case had it been a more formal written account.    
Don’t Recommend 
I wouldn’t recommend this for future year groups as the task was slightly silly and shouldn’t be 

worth 15% of a class in our 4th of year of university 

 

Problems/ Improvements 

Hate to sound like a broken record but the description of the rich pictures for me wasn’t the 
clearest on the myplace brief, however when in class this morning carrying out the pictures the 
quick easy description you gave cleared all that up. I think a quick easy description for the 
students benefit is more important than having a ‘jazzed up’ version for your aristocrat peers 
or superiors. After all it’s critical that we students understand it straight away as it makes for a 
more enjoyable experience, instead of the many ways that a ‘jazzed up’ version can be 
interpreted.  
 
Overall, I enjoyed this exercise- for a better experience I would recommend a bit more 
organisation, and maybe allowing students to complete a computer based design (as some 
aren’t so great at drawing). 
 
In future I would recommend possibly larger groups per rich picture meaning more knowledge 
learned but this may lead to more time being spent than is actually needed. This would also 
involve more pictures so more resources may be needed.  
 
Before participating in the rich picture task I would also recommend on receiving feedback of 
previous coursework to allow us to improve on things we previously done wrong. This then 
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allows us to produce the best quality of work and therefore get the best possible mark for the 
assignment. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
I found the creation of the 3 posters within the time allocated was a bit too much with mostly 
everyone only focussing on the collaborative poster that was being graded. In the future it may 
be more beneficial to require the students to create their own poster (maybe A4) before the 
session and exchange them, this would mean they can come prepared and have more time to 
create the graded item. 
 
This task could have been improved by allowing more time to view each of the other posters to 
give a better judgement. Allowing one two-hour slot to draw the poster and then a further slot 
to judge them would be better. 
 
Rich Picture encouraged thinking about how our themes linked which was interesting, 
however before the class, and even during the exercise, I was unsure on what we were 
expected to produce. I am still unsure of the marking criteria, so I have no idea how well we 
may have done. However, I did enjoy being creative in an engineering degree for once and 
would recommend that you continue with creative exercises, although a marking scheme 
some form would have gave me confidence going into the class.  
  
I would highly recommend this exercise to be done with future 4th years and also other years 
as well. The only thing I would like improved would be to have a lecture or even half a lecture 
dedicated to discussing what a rich picture is and what it entails.  
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The rich picture experience was an interesting experience. This allowed me to approach my 
knowledge from a different perspective and to develop new communication skills. This 
exercise also allows us to improve our creative side while keeping the technical skills that we 
want others to understand. Nevertheless, this exercise would have been more interesting, if 
we had also made a critical report on our comrade's report. This will have allowed us to better 
develop our knowledge on two subjects instead of one and thus to put in common the different 
points of view, how each one approaches its subject. 
 
I was quite disappointed with the poster we presented as it felt rushed due to the difficulty we 
were having (Or perhaps it made our poster even better in displaying our intended theme of 
lack of communication as the poster itself lacked communication?). Perhaps in future the 
pictures could be designed with two people who had the same topic allowing for two different 
angles and an easier bonding of knowledge which would show in the poster. 
 
The class also ran out of time when trying to view the other students’ work and pick a winner 
for the project. Maybe if the exercise was split into two sessions it would be more useful for the 
students as they would be able to learn about more topics with more time to view the other 
students’ rick pictures.  
 
This task could have been improved by allowing more time to view each of the other posters to 
give a better judgement. Allowing one two-hour slot to draw the poster and then a further slot 
to judge them would be better. 
 
The activity also helped to show the importance of having a creative side, and helped develop 
this creative side by conveying information through sketches and symbols. However, as an 
improvement I would say the poster could be completed in a larger timeframe as it seemed 
rushed to be completed within an hour and a half. 
 
I felt the time was not enough, maybe having one class session to discuss and exchange 
knowledge with my partner, and another session for drawing a rich picture…I think being in 
group of four instead of two would be more predictive.  

 
The only limitation I did find within the rich picture session was that some posters were 
displayed in a very cluttered manner and therefore trying to follow the ideas and views of 
others did prove difficult at times. 
 
The rich pictures part of the submission was a good idea in theory as it got us to engage more 
with another topic and to look how this connected together. With this also conclusions were 
drawn how this would potentially affect us working in the industry. However the poster part 
didn’t seem to have much relevance to the project, potentially a presentation might be better 
suited. Also with that would give students an opportunity to progress there presentation and 
communicating skills. 
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Pedagogy 

Overall, found this method of teaching very rewarding as it is engaging and different yet you 
still learn. 
 
Final thought – keep going out of the ordinary for classes and try different learning techniques. 
It is very refreshing from a student’s point of view to try something new and go against the 
norm. Especially something as creative as the rich pictures. 
 
The effective learning was a result of having the freedom to represent our ideas and thoughts 
about the topic. 
 
Another interesting point according to me is the reflexion about how to materialize a theoretical 
idea on the paper. This made us question our idea and let us measure if we master them well.  
 
The participation of the project analysis class was an engaging experience. It brought a 
coherent project together from lectures, to individual report and then to finish the rich pictures 
poster.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
The rich picture exercise that was carried out in class was another technique that I personally 
will definitely use again. I felt it was an excellent way to express complex ideas in a simple 
professional way. 
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I found the Rich Picture exercise to be a great success. I think that it reinforced the knowledge 
I had gained through the research project and it also introduced me to the concepts 
researched by my partner and I feel through combining the two projects in one rich picture 
drawing our knowledge was stronger than if we hadn’t carried out the task. It was also useful 
to attempt to marry the two ideas together in a unique so it really made you think about how 
they could correlate together. 
 
I thought it was an inventive way of learning that may have suited many members within the 
class much more than simply reading a piece of text. For those who are more ‘right brain’, I 
think this task was very good. I felt it was a chance to develop people’s talents which maybe 
aren’t exercised in other classes. Often, the course is very mathematically based with 
numerous equations and you’re graded on your ability to memorise an equation then use it. 
This task however was much more fun and an effective way of learning. I felt as if I left the 
class having learned something I will remember about my partners topic instead of 
memorising something for an exam and forgetting it soon after. Personally, I remember things 
better by visualising a link for example a picture or diagram, so this task was much more 
effective for myself. 
 
My overall opinion of the rich picture activity was that it was an innovative activity, which I 
enjoyed doing. It made me think in a more artistic way in order to represent what I already 
knew, so that it’s easy to be understood and followed by unfamiliar audience. Moreover, it 
required creativity and a good understanding of your partner’s topic in order to create your rich 
picture. 
 
Before going into the class I thought it would be a struggle to try and combine both topics and 
produce new learning and ideas, but when you sit down and listen to someone convey their 
ideas, it sparks a learning that I never thought was there. Within about half an hour, we had 
some great ideas put forward and I felt A + B combined to equal C pretty well. 
 
On the whole, I thought that the rich pictures was an excellent task that got most of the class 
out of their comfort zones, trying out a new learning technique. I spoke to many of my peers 
before the exercise and I think a lot of us were a bit worried about doing something unknown 
and different. However, after the class, the general feedback I got from people was that they 
had a great time trying out something different. I would recommend continuing the rich 
pictures coursework throughout other years. I think most people will at first be a little hesitant 
and sceptical, as was I, but after doing the exercise, my opinion changed and I couldn’t really 
say a bad word about it. 
 
I personally have not enjoyed much of the Civil Engineering course, having found the lack of 
practical learning to be very taxing and de-stimulating. This type of exercise, if included in 
other parts of the course which are particularly dry I feel that this would enhance the 
engagement of the students and improve the enthusiasm within the class. As a result of this, it 
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was very refreshing to see the class entirely focussed on the task in hand which was set out 
very clearly.  
 

 
 
The laid-back atmosphere at the class was a good aspect, everyone was focused on what 
they were doing but there was no unnecessary pressure. Of course it was taken seriously, it 
was worth 15% after all, but it was a good atmosphere for learning instead of a pressurised 
environment.  
 
This coursework in my opinion has allowed me to gather new knowledge that will be vital for 
me once I leave university and pursue a career in civil engineering. To study and research in a 
topic I was previously not very familiar with allowed for me to learn new information. The 
research I conducted will not only help me after university, but also with remaining projects I 
am due to complete before the end of semester. 
 
I feel that this type of learning is important, interacting with others and conversing about 
separate topics to get to an end point is a good skill for future and as mentioned, is more 
enjoyable compared with self-study. 
 
Overall, a creative, interactive way of learning, but a useful one at that. All in all I enjoyed this 
learning experience as I found it a great and simple tool to convey knowledge. As it is often 
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said a picture speaks 1000 words and I feel that this exercise has done so. By diagramming 
the core lessons learned both myself and fellow students were able to grasp the concepts 
being taught. 
 
This is a different way of learning but I feel it is an effective way of learning as it brings people 
together working on the same aim. 
 
The exercise allowed us to exemplify how the two themes met and I found it very useful as a 
learning to draw an image to represent this, as the image is more likely to remain in my 
memory than simple text or notes from the class.  
 
With reference to previous methods of traditional learning I found the rich picture exercise to 
be a very fun and beneficial experience. It allowed for collaborative learning between myself 
and my partner, under a slight yet manageable amount of time pressure, to combine our ideas 
and portray them in a way that we thought was justified. It served as a good team building 
exercise as it required good communication between two partners, and was definitely a worth-
while assessment to do. Having spoken to many of my peers, they all agree with the 
usefulness of this type of learning 
 
 
 

 
 

I believe this was a fun exercise and a good way of learning, compared to the conventional 
way I am used to where I read slides, do calculations etc. I would be happy to participate in 
this exercise again and hopefully be able to fully make the most of it by combining my 
knowledge with my peers and creating an innovate and creative rich picture. 
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Not many Civil Engineering classes have allowed me to explore creativity and this method of 
learning allowed me to do this. Illustrating what I had learned through; sketches, pictures and 
pictographs was a lot more enjoyable than I had initially anticipated.  
 
Both my partner and I learned a great deal about each other’s projects and the general buzz 
or exploring a different style of learning resulted in me learning a lot more than I thought I 
would. 
  
The class exercise was very much ‘right side brain; learning which I feel was a great thing to 
encourage in a civil engineering course. Overall I found the exercise very enjoyable and 
useful, and would heartily recommend it to future years.  
 
Much like the jigsaw puzzle exercise, I believe this method of learning – working with another 
student to learn from each other – is beneficial to the development of ourselves as Engineers. 
Often in the workplace we will be required to listen to colleagues or members of other 
professions to learn new information we ourselves may not be familiar with. This exercise 
allows us to gain vital experience in learning from a partner, on a one to one basis, to 
comprehensively understand a new topic we have not learned about ourselves while also 
relaying our own knowledge onto our partner in a manner they find easy to understand.  
 
It was a very enjoyable learning method which is a bit different from reading through books, 
articles, lecture slides and archives to source valuable data which we do in every other class. 
It proved that learning can be so much more effective when collaborating with peers and 
knowledge is also passed on very easily without even meaning to. I think many classes rely 
too much on personal study and literature as the only means of learning and this is an 
effective way which could be applied to almost any subject. By using bright coloured pens and 
drawing pictures rather than doing calculations on lined paper, it was a different method which 
was almost an effortless learning. 
 
It was great on many accounts, first of all it was good practice of group work, and it grew 
communication skills and confidence in your own work. Secondly and most importantly it was 
a whole new way of teaching. Over the four years at university that I have attended, everything 
has been by the book. This coursework opened up a new door to me that I haven’t seen in 
years, it let me be creative and helped me view things within the industry in a more colourful 
manner. 
 
I feel the rich pictures were a fun and creative way to learn and although were not necessarily 
a necessity in learning about each subject, they definitely enhanced creative thinking and 
different approach to gaining knowledge. 
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This type of activity is good for 4th year students as something creative due to their coursework 
load being very logical, with mainly essays and calculations. It gives a different way of learning 
and assessing which may come as a release to these students in their final years. 
 
The Rich Picture exercise was a different method of learning from what I am used to. Whilst 
the research phase the same as usual, the rich picture drawing was definitely new and 
perhaps it was my lack of experience using these more creative methods that made it so 
challenging. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed doing the rich picture exercise as it was an unconventional method of 
learning but it was very interesting and effective. I believe that more of the same also has to 
be done in other classes within this degree course to allow us to explore our creative side 
more. 
 
Exchanging essays with a peer was beneficial to my learning as it doubled the number of 
themes that I had learned about as well as encouraging conversation about the civil 
engineering industry and the interesting facts which we had researched.  
  
The “rich picture” exercise as part of the CL437 Coursework 2 allowed for students to 
collaborate their learning. I personally felt the exercise to be very helpful- as each of our 
essays was based on a specific topic the exercise firstly allowed me to learn about a different 
topic which I didn’t look at, this allowed for more learning and a broader vision of my own topic 
by learning about another- the topic I had studied personally was based on art in engineering, 
and my partner’s on celebrating engineering and so I found that the collaborative element of 
the exercise allowed me to incorporate the theme of celebration, which in turn provided some 
further insight on what the inclusion of art in engineering means for the greater good of the 
public.  
 
Even though my own personal art skill isn’t up to scratch, I feel this was a good learning point 
which has led me to want to further my knowledge in both the rich picture skill and also in the 
given areas past what was lectured upon. 
 
The aim was to use the right side of our brain and produce a creative poster that displayed 
both parties’ joint learning and synergy. 
 
The exercise encourages cooperative learning and allows creativity in making the poster. 
 
Overall I found this experience good as it is different to other coursework in other modules. I 
have found throughout university there has been little collaborative learning. I enjoyed that this 
coursework allowed my peer to look over my work and then join together ideas as this solo 
then group learning is not something I’ve encountered very often. I also found this rich picture 
coursework fun which is not something I can always say about coursework. This also made 
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use of the right, creative, side of the brain something which is not something I have had to use 
often during my studies. 
 
This exercise also promoted team-work across the year and provided a new synergistic 
approach to learning. It provided a fun and energetic way to take on board new concepts. 
Furthermore, it has taught me how imagery can be a useful tool to communicate and learn 
information. 
 
Personally I always feel a diagram is the best way to show what you mean and to gain new 
knowledge. Diagrams are always useful and are always more memorable than scrolls and 
scrolls of text. What I have also taken from this exercise is a new study tool. Using a rich 
picture as a study tool will allow me to diagram, understand and think more deeply about 
problems at hand. It will in turn allow me to bridge between subject areas and learning points 
in subjects. Ultimately this will allow me to gain a fuller education in the subjects which I study 
and it will provide a useful platform to refresh my knowledge. 
 
I ultimately feel that this exercise built upon my coursework 2 submission as I ratified the ideas 
and lessons learned. By linking them to another topic it also gave me a deeper understanding 
of their importance and contributed to my overall learning experience greatly.  
 
Seeing the other rich pictures was very useful in allowing me to see how others choose to 
combine two separate topic areas. I was able gain more knowledge just by looking at the other 
rich pictures created which was a really fun and interesting method of learning.  
 
Overall, I think this was a good exercise; It’s good to have a break from the usual coursework 
submission exercises. I believe the interaction with a colleague to produce the pictures is also 
a good way of learning different aspects of the course not looked at by yourself. As this is the 
first time I have experienced this, I have nothing really to compare it with, but I found the 
experience enjoyable. It was nice to express an artistic side to learning for a change. 
 
I would promote this task in other classes as an effective way of learning and really getting to 
know your peers. 
 
In summary, the poster was a great idea to summarise and culminate all the learning that was 
achieved through the main 2000 word report. It gave us new avenues to gain new skills such 
as getting to read each other’s work, and getting other people take on the subject that you 
studied. It also develop sketch skills which are invaluable for the design office. 
 
Drawing the picture allowed me to express what I had learned from the coursework in a more 
effective way, as “a picture paints a thousand words”. The medium of art allowed me to 
explain, through drawing, a more in depth knowledge of the subjects that were being 
compared bet I began the exercise by reading my partners essay on the Sunday night, taking 
notes as I went. I highlighted any areas which had potential for linking the two topics together. 
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On the morning, it was quite easy to summarise each individual essay. We tried to be creative 
as possible when making the first two rich pictures, trying to include as many pictures and 
diagrams as possible. Finding the issues and key points to put on paper wasn’t an issue but 
linking them all together was. It was difficult to take a step back and think of the wider when 
facts were easy to focus on. Also, I think there was too much temptation to focus on being too 
arty with the diagrams, which detracted time away from finding links between each topic. But 
then again, if time wasn’t taken to focus on each diagram there was a danger that they would 
not be legible and therefore the rich picture would be hard to understand. Over all however, 
the first two pictures drawn were good practise for the third picture, which was the one that 
counted.  

 


