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Rationale: 
 

Students studying in UK universities can expect an international and cosmopolitan 

education, learning with and from people of all nationalities, gaining new perspectives 

and beginning to see themselves as citizens of the world.(1) 

The diversity evident in a contemporary UK university, both in its domestic and 
international student and staff population as well as its community context, offers 
prospects for imaginative curriculum design…. students or staff coming to the UK from 
other countries can offer alternative perspectives on the curriculum and should be 
valued for this.(2) 

 

Developing intercultural competence and understanding in students is an aim that 
universities commonly express for their undergraduate programmes. This can be 
encouraged through intercultural dialogue and the attendant exposure to alternative 
perspectives. The inevitable misunderstandings, which demand patience and tolerance 
to overcome, form an essential part of the learning process for all involved.(3) 

 

 

 The idea of ‘decolonising education’ is concerned with deconstructing dominant 
 pedagogical frames which promote singular worldviews to extend the inter-
 cultural understanding and experiences of  students, plus their ability to think and 
 work using globally-sensitive frames and methods. To decolonise the HE learning 
 experience  also  means creating more inclusive learning environments and 
 encouraging  the  kind  of informal learning that takes place through cross-cultural 
 socialising and co-curricular activities.(4) 
 

 

Aim:  
 

 To provide a learning space for first-year undergraduates to engage in informal peer 
learning and socialise with students from different countries. 
 

 To promote, recognise and reward intercultural engagement.  
 

 To assist the creation of explicit knowledge related to the design & construction of civil 
engineering buildings and structures. 



 

The place of useful learning 

The University of Strathclyde is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, number SC015263 

 

 To promote a ‘global engineering mind-set’ amongst students thereby preparing 
graduates to live in and contribute responsibly to a globally interconnected society.(5) 
 

 To assist students to develop graphical and oral communication skills and to be 
exposed to a foreign language, as recommended by the JBM (2017)-Communication 
skills and working with others are imperative for all engineers. Students should be 
encouraged to create and use sketches and diagrams as a direct means of 
communication or to complement written material or verbal presentation. An opportunity 
to learn and to use other languages should be encouraged. (6)  
 

 
 

(1) Wintrup J Nascimento J D’Aeth a Phillips L Wheeler L Laosebikan P Adams J and Truman J (2015) Purposeful partnerships and 

practices: An international education collaboration in global health. 

https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/sites/default/files/purposeful_partnerships_and_practices.pdf (accessed 02/01/2017). 

(2) Jones E (2015) Should Internationalisation begin at home? The International Unit 
http://www.international.ac.uk/newsletters/international-focus/international-focus-100/articles/should-internationalisation-begin-at-
home.aspx (accessed 02/01/2017). 

(3) Scudamore R (2013) Engaging home and international students: A guide for new lecturers. The Higher Education Academy. 
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/sites/default/files/rachelscudamorereportfeb2013.pdf (accessed 02/01/2017). 

(4) Ryan, A and Tilbury, D (2013) Flexible Pedagogies: new pedagogical ideas. The Higher Education Academy. 
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/system/files/resources/npi_report.pdf (accessed 02/01/2017). 

(5) Higher Education Academy (2016) Essential frameworks for enhancing student success: 05. Internationalising higher education. 
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/enhancement/frameworks/framework-internationalising-higher-education 

(6) Joint Board of Moderators (2017) Guidelines for Developing Degree Programmes: 
http://www.jbm.org.uk/uploads/JBM117degreeguidelines_jan18.pdf (accessed 02/03/2018). 
 

 
 

Task:  
 
In your little buddy groups you are required to consult with your international student mentor 
/buddy  and examine a civil engineering project(s) in the mentors home country. The project(s) 
can be current or past projects (including historical) or projects proposed for the future. The 
role of the International mentor is not to teach you but to provide guidance on their 
home country (culture / customs / life) as well as some ideas about appropriate civil 
engineering buildings & structures. 
 
Output:  (1) Assemble one poster (per group) on a PDF (see examples below) whereby each 
student is required to research one project in the mentors home country and provide a sketch 
of an  appropriate example of construction technology. Your sketch should be annotated with 
information that will convey your new learning (group-10% weighting). You are required to 
present your poster to your peers during a poster display event (your poster will be printed for 
you). 
 
(2) Write a one page (maximum) reflective blog on your experience undertaking this 
coursework and working with your International mentor. This should be emailed to 
m.d.murray@strath.ac.uk.  (Individual 5% weighting) 

https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/sites/default/files/purposeful_partnerships_and_practices.pdf
http://www.international.ac.uk/newsletters/international-focus/international-focus-100/articles/should-internationalisation-begin-at-home.aspx
http://www.international.ac.uk/newsletters/international-focus/international-focus-100/articles/should-internationalisation-begin-at-home.aspx
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/sites/default/files/rachelscudamorereportfeb2013.pdf
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/system/files/resources/npi_report.pdf
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/enhancement/frameworks/framework-internationalising-higher-education
http://www.jbm.org.uk/uploads/JBM117degreeguidelines_jan18.pdf
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Where can I find Information about suitable civil engineer projects? 
 

 Your international mentor may have some knowledge of a suitable project(s) but little 
buddies should undertake the research. 
 

 Undertake a general web search using “civil engineering projects in Iceland” (insert 
your country!) or like. 

 

 Use the library electronic  journals 
-Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineering 
-The Structural Engineer 
-Structural Engineering International 
 

 Other magazine sources such as New Civil Engineer / Arup Journal.  
 

 Civil engineering company webpages (consultants & contractors) who work 
international. 

 

 Newspapers / YouTube / Television / UOS Planet eStream. 
 

Results 

This paper disseminates the results from an innovative Assessment for Learning (AfL) 
coursework undertaken by three cohorts of first-year undergraduate civil engineers (n=260) 
over three academic sessions 2015-2018.  

In small groups (3-4 students) each student produced an annotated sketch for inclusion on a 
poster featuring an international civil engineering project(s). Each group was assisted by an 
international student mentor/buddy (n=65) representing one of thirty-two (Bulgaria, Brazil, 
China, Croatia, Dem Republic Congo, Estonia, Egypt, Hungary, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Iran, Italy, Ireland, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lithuanian, Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Poland, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Syria, Qatar, USA) 
nationalities. The mentors / buddies were either first-year peers (n=32); senior year 
undergraduate & post-graduate students studying civil engineering (n=24) or visiting 
ERASMUS students (n=9) enrolled within the department. Each buddy provided guidance on 
their home country (culture and customs) as well as guidance about appropriate buildings and 
structures for the students to research and to sketch. On completion of the coursework, the 
posters were displayed for viewing and the students were required to talk about the poster to 
their peers. Finally, the first-year students were required to submit a one-page reflective 
account documenting their thoughts about undertaking the AfL. 
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A manual inductive thematic analysis of the reflective reports suggested that fifteen themes 
were prevalent in the qualitative data. Overall, the AfL enhanced the students’ cultural capital 
and for first-year students in transition to university, helped shape their academic identity 
through collaborative learning. For the buddies (1) their participation gave them a feeling of 
belonging and pride in representing their country. 
 

(1) Only the twenty-two first-year students’ buddies submitted a reflective report as part of their coursework. 

The senior and ERASMUS student volunteers were not required to submit reflective accounts. In 

retrospect this is an omission that would have provided further data, particularly in regards to their 

motives for volunteering. 

 

 

Thematic analysis of one-page reflective documents 

1. Enjoyable / Interesting/ Intriguing  
2. Fun 
3. Friends 
4. Unexpected Learning 
5. Research 
6. Skills 
7. Graphics / Drawing /Sketching / Art / Creative 
8. Posters /Poster Display 
9. New Knowledge (Technological) 
10. New Knowledge (Cultural) 
11. Peers / Group-Team Collaboration 
12. International Buddy /Mentor 
13. Visit / Travel/ International Perspective 
14. Recommend 
15. Improvements 
16. Problems 

 
 
 

1. Enjoyable / Interesting / Intriguing:  
 
Overall I thoroughly enjoyed the EU/international poster project and would certainly be happy if we did something 
similar to this in the future. Learning about structures around the world is incredibly interesting and could prove 
very useful if I choose to work abroad when I graduate. 
 
Working in a group, especially with an EU student was very refreshing and intriguing in many ways. I was given 
specific insight into many different Civil Engineering projects in Italy, which accentuated my interest in Civil 
Engineering projects out with the UK. 
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It was extremely interesting learning about buildings I had never heard of before and how they were built, it’s 
helped me learn many new civil engineering terms and peaked my interest even more in this subject. 
 
I have had a pretty positive experience throughout the majority of the project. I found it interesting to delve further 

into foreign structures that I did not know about beforehand and learn how other countries would go about 

designing and constructing them. I found myself being really intrigued by the building I had to investigate, it was 

the aesthetics of the building that caught my eye and I really enjoyed finding out more about it. 

 
 
 
In the end working with an international student was a great experience I felt it made a new way of learning and 
made it much more interesting. 

 
I thought that this task was a much more interesting and engaging form of learning about different technologies 
that are used for engineering.  
 
I enjoyed the fact that I was always learning whilst carrying out this project and that the papers and websites that 

I read were all interesting and explained my project in great depth. I also liked the fact that we were given the 

freedom to pick our own project and that this wasn’t handed to us. Even though we were given pointers from our 

mentor we were still ultimately allowed to go off in our own direction and I thought that this was a great idea. 

I really enjoyed creating the poster and working with other members of my team to find out more about the 
country I come from. Since I moved away when I was only 8 there’s a lot of things I’ve forgotten about Poland, 
however one thing I remember was that I always had a love for the architecture and design of buildings. I feel like 
this piece of coursework was really good as it motivated me to research projects in other countries, not just my 
own. 

 
I found this coursework extremely interesting, learning about a foreign country in many aspects from geography 
to working condition to culture, to exploring a new area of civil engineering I had never really considered looking 
into.  

 
I really enjoyed this coursework as it allowed me to do some research on Greece, a country which I have an 
interest in as I used to love mythology, especially Greek, when I was younger. 
 
Upon learning about this piece of coursework, I was immediately intrigued. The chance to delve into the inner 
workings of the civil engineering and construction industry of a fellow student’s country of origin proved to be 
incredibly valuable and interesting.  

 
I found it really interesting because Oman is a country that I knew almost nothing about. If it wasn’t for meeting 
Waad and taking part in the coursework I probably wouldn’t have ever looked into the country. 
 
It was insightful and interesting listening to facts about a place I’ve never been to or seen. The knowledge of 
construction technologies and techniques isn’t something we have been talked to about often therefore it made 
this assignment more useful and interesting.  
 
I found this coursework really interesting as having to investigate DR Congo, a country that I knew little about has 
opened up new civil engineering information from abroad which I didn’t have before. Even though it was difficult 
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to find many projects in DR Congo, we all found interesting and inspiring projects that we enjoyed researching 
which gave great insight into the industry.  

 
I found it very enjoyable to have the opportunity to make a couple of my classmates discover the country I grew 
up in, namely Luxembourg. I may not be Luxembourgish by nationality as I’m French and partly identify myself as 
such, but I do however have a strong bond with Luxembourg. Both of my little buddies are Scottish and showed 
quite some interest in Luxembourg. 
 
 

 
 
 
Overall I found the coursework difficult but I still enjoyed it. I picked up interesting bits of information I would 
otherwise not have found out. It was useful to help me to understand civil engineering in other countries and how 
companies, often not from the same country, work together. 
 
Although when I first heard about this assignment I was unsure to as what the point of it actually was, it turned 
out to be one that was both quite enjoyable and interesting.   

 
Being of Italian descent and an aspiring civil engineer, this coursework proved to be very interesting to take part 
in: Italy is home to many feats of engineering feats such as the leaning tower of Pisa, the Vatican City and -most 
impressively- The Coliseum. The Coliseum had always intrigued me and I was eager to find out more about its 
design and its history- This coursework finally gave me the chance to research these aspects and also give me a 
chance to get more communicative with my group. 

 
I found this project an enjoyable one to work on because it allowed me to explore the cultural differences 
between Scotland and Egypt, which I found every enlightening as I have never been to the country. 
 
Our international student was originally from the Democratic republic of Congo which made the coursework more 
of a challenge and more enjoyable as I had very little knowledge of this country. 
 
The coursework was very interesting and worthwhile to me. Researching the projects made me appreciate how 
much structures can influence people and how politics play a part in the development of a country and thus the 
engineering industry.  
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I found this piece of coursework very interesting and it was good to learn of different civil engineering problems 
faced in different countries. I also enjoyed speaking with Antonio Pellicer, our big buddy from Spain, and learning 
more about different civil engineering projects over there. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed working on this coursework as it has helped me to enhance my knowledge about civil 
engineering projects around the world. 
 
It was fun to discover more about Oman as a country through civil engineering.  The task was different to 
anything else we have been asked to do this year and for that reason it was enjoyable. 
 
I felt that the international poster was a great way for us, Civil engineering students, to find out more about 
structures around the world. The task gave us the choice of what building we would like to analyse in a chosen 
country, this kept us interested in the topic as we were eager to find out how our structure was made. 
 
The main concept of the project- to discover popular and main civil engineering works in a foreign country- was 
overall very interesting and educational. Our country of study was Oman. With this country being the Middle East, 
we already assumed they’re culture would differ from our own in the UK. However, there were many similarities in 
engineering works. 
 
I really enjoyed learning about France and its construction industry. I felt I grew a better understanding of what 
other things the country has constructed other than the obvious ones such as the Eiffel tower and the Louvre. It 
also helped me realise that I had a better knowledge than I thought of the country’s infrastructure projects as I 
could name a few off the top of my head such as the Mont blanc tunnel, the Millau bridge and I’d also seen 
pictures of the Centre Pompidou before. 
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2. Fun: 
 
I liked making the poster, since it was something I hadn’t done since primary school and so it was good to go 
back into time and do some fun activities instead of the usual never-ending revision and then sitting a nerve-
racking exam. 
 
The task of finding impressive buildings on foreign lands was a good mixture of being fun and challenging but 
also being not too taxing to distract from other core subjects. 
 
This also meant we could learn the basics on each of the constructions in a fun and interesting way instead of 
reading about it in a book or online. 
 
I know a little bit about Greece and Greek culture but just fairly common knowledge so it was fun to research 
more about it and I definitely feel I have learned more about Greece. 
 
Learning about Poland in great depth was a first time opportunity for us all, along the way we learned about their 
culture and customs. Sharing our experiences about different cultures and customs was another fun activity 
which broke the ice between the members. 
 
I found the EU/International research project was a very interesting and fun change to a standard sketch and 
annotation assignment. 
 
Furthermore we had a lot of fun during our meetings, we shared ideas and opinions and then we ended up to our 
final projects. 
 
It also introduces a 'fun' aspect of learning which something, I think is, we all need sometimes. 
 
It was useful as we had just learnt about compression and tensile members and I could apply what I had learnt to 
the bridge poster. I really enjoy working in groups, so this piece of work was fun for me. 
 
I thought the international poster project was a fun and engaging piece of coursework. It was interesting to learn 
about some Swedish civil engineering projects, especially my chosen one, the Sundsvall Bridge. 
I felt that the EU / International poster was a fun way of learning and getting to meet new people, I also believe 

everyone who took part has greatly benefited from the experience. 

The international group poster was a great idea and a fun way to learn about different countries and there 
accustoms. But I felt there were several issues with the project not the idea but the organisation of the project.  
I wasn’t sure at the beginning that it would be as much fun as it actually turned out to be. 
 
It was fun to discover more about Oman as a country through civil engineering. 
 
This project was a fun and new way to not only meet and bond with other people on the course but to also 
consider and investigate the part which a civil engineer plays in bringing about a successful project, as well as 
the problems they face and solve. 
 
It was a bit of a funny coincidence having a Swedish mentor as my last name is Swedish, so I also got to learn 
how to pronounce it in Swedish. Since I don’t know a lot about Civil Engineering in other countries I thought this 
project was a great idea and learning about the culture too made it better in my opinion. 
 
Sharing our experiences about different cultures and customs was another fun activity which broke the ice 
between the members. 
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Firstly I believe the poster was a fun way to break up the regular structure of tutorials and lectures by giving us 
work to do outside of those two. The work itself was also quite fun as it encouraged more cooperation and group 
work than the regular work were given throughout the semester. 
 
 

3. Friends: 
 

Doing the poster work also allowed me to make new friends which makes other course work easier as when one 
of us has a problem with some aspect of it. 
 
I enjoyed working with my international group as it helped me socialise with people and expand my friend circle 
on the course. I felt we worked effectively together as there were never any instances of tension or anyone 
disagreeing with each other and we managed to produce a poster that, we feel, is of good quality that was also 
submitted in time. 
 
Prior to this coursework I had no idea about any of the amazing Greek Civil Engineering projects that exist. This 

coursework also allowed me to interact and build friendships with my big buddy group members. 

One of the major benefits to this project was working in a group, with four people I had never met before. I 

believe starting the semester like this was valuable as we got to know each other and dare I say have become 

friends. This off course will be of great help within the coming years, as one of the main skills a civil engineer will 

need is team work. 

Working with people whom I would not normally interact with has helped me a lot, it’s helped me settle more into 

university. We helped each other as we all had a common goal and we wanted to do well. I enjoyed working 

within such a diverse group and it really has made my studies so much easier as I’ve got a relationship with them 

that extends the normal classmate boundaries. 

On a broader level, the project was helpful for simply getting to know my fellow students. While I can’t claim to 
have made any lifelong friends, it was helpful to meet and engage with other students and to ‘break the ice’ with 
the people I’ll be spending a lot of time with over the next 4 or 5 years. 
 
This kind of assignment can also help students find friendships through their course if they find it hard to fit into 
life and study at Strathclyde.  
 
Overall - despite my understandable scepticism at the beginning – I thoroughly enjoyed this piece of coursework. 
It has promoted social integration between many different nationalities, and brought many people together who 
may now call each other friends. 
 
Along the way we all became good friends and even after the completion of the project we still manage to stay in 
touch.  
 
Due to the task that has been given I have made new friends from different cultures. 
 
This project has (kind of) prepared me well for my university life especially when trying to overcome the nerve to 
talk to new people.    
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Continuing on this thought I believe that this jigsaw book exercise was really good and it helped to settle in the 
class as we blended in and allowed us to make new friends 
 
I enjoyed this task and felt being put into random groups with others I did not know allowed me to make new 
friends and work with people that I hadn’t worked with before. 
 
I think working with people who are on later years on the course you are doing is important in allowing friendships 
to form between years. 
 
So it was good to ask about what is currently taking place in their home country and how they managed to adjust 

to life here at Britain. Likewise, I was surprised to discover how some of them can actually live in a completely 

foreign country, thousands of miles away from their family and friends.  

This activity also gave me the chance to make friends with people who came from elsewhere in the world. 

The random picking of groups and big buddy ensured that I wasn’t just kept within my own group of friends and I 

had a chance to talk to and get to know new people that otherwise I might not have spoken to. 

Not only that but it allowed for friendships to start between different years of the civil engineering course but also 

to give us a first-hand insight into what’s to come from the remainder of our course. 

 

 

 
4. Unexpected Learning: 

 
 
For allowing me to discover this project and for giving me the enthusiasm to discover more like it, I consider this 
assignment to be a success, contrary to my initial thoughts.   
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Overall I thought the coursework was really worthwhile. It’s the type of coursework that I didn’t expect to be doing 
but I really enjoyed. It was quite different but really interesting. I got to learn about a country I’d never really 
thought of before and increased my knowledge of global civil engineering at the same time. 
 
When I was issued with the international poster project I felt out of my comfort zone as I would have to be in a 
group that I didn’t choose and with people I have never spoke to: it was going to be something different…... 
Something began to change with my attitude toward the task we were given, at first I wasn’t too happy about 
making a poster as I thought it was quite childish and a distraction from the solid hours of mathematics and 
mechanics work but then it made me realise that civil engineering isn’t all numbers and equations. The project 
humanised the course by working together, sharing ideas, helping each other, researching and making posters. 
No longer was the civil engineering course dull and mathematical, it was about being creative with our drawings 
and making a fantastic poster. 

 
Although this project involved us learning about civil engineering structures it also was to allow us to learn about 
the culture and some general knowledge about Lebanon, of which, I previously knew very little. Due to what only 
can be my ignorance I was unaware of how ongoing the civil war and other conflicts were in Lebanon. I 
discovered the structure I chosen, the Mudeirej Bridge, had been renovated in 2008 after a bombing by Israeli Air 
Force. This was a shock to me how someone I studied with and knew could be caught up in something like this 
when he visits the country usually every summer.  
 
We decided to hand drawn everything from scratch (just pencil and blank paper) and amazingly on of me friends 
did well in her drawing. Didn’t expect that to happen. Hence, this project helped me to see the hidden talent of 
others even without them noticing it.  
 
Overall, I found this piece of coursework to be very interesting and a fun new experience. It was a good twist to a 
pretty ordinary sketching task. I will definitely continue the interest with overseas projects and hope to visit some 
someday. 

 
This piece of coursework was unorthodox yet very rewarding. At the initial stages I was sceptical regarding its 
relevance to the course, however as we delved further in to the coursework and as I got to know my group much 
better, I realised that this coursework was extremely useful and inspiring. It was something new and exciting and 
to tell the truth it was the first piece of coursework I was genuinely looking forward to completing. 
 
At first I was quite sceptical about the thought of having to produce a poster for a University assignment, however 
after completing the assignment I have been able to clearly see the purpose of it. Overall, I really enjoyed the 
coursework.  
 
Overall the project was very interesting to be a part of and it has changed my perspective of civil engineering 
across the world. It has also encouraged me to look more at abstract design rather than solely on engineering 
principle design. 
 
Overall, I do believe that this piece of coursework was interesting and I would consider it to be time well spent. 
The task was different to most assignments that are given, containing both independent research and group 
work.  
 
 
When I become a civil engineer, I don’t know which kind of construction I will make but whatever I make, it’ll be 
useful for people who use it and it can be a famous spot. I realize how proud our job is again through this 
research. 
 



 

The place of useful learning 

The University of Strathclyde is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, number SC015263 

 
 
 
 

5. Research: 
 
Overall I enjoyed this coursework as we had lots of freedom to research a project we were interested in and 
choose any construction technology we liked. 
 
Undertaking this coursework was interesting to me as I was able to research a project I was fascinated about and 
learn more about how civil engineering projects are constructed rather than planned.   
 
I enjoyed researching this on my own as I knew very little about the Soviet Union but find it very mysterious and 

interesting. From what I read online on Wikipedia and Estonian message boards I discovered that the Tallin song 

festival grounds were integral to Estonian national identity. I also found out that many of my favourite bands have 

played the grounds in recent years such as Iron Maiden, Depeche Mode and Red Hot Chilli Peppers. 

I felt like this coursework was mainly aimed at confronting us with conducting autonomous research, which is 
crucial to every course of study. 
 
I think this international project was useful as it encouraged me to research structures in another country, which 
is something I wouldn’t have done previously. It also made me notice and recognise buildings in other places that 
were interesting. 
 
I found that after collaborating with the EU student, in our group discussions, I was more keen to conduct my own 

research into the project that was assigned to me. I was also sent (via Whatsapp) many useful links such as 

diagrams and general advice regarding the poster by the EU student. In retrospect, even though this part of the 

assignment was carried out individually, l now realise that I had, subconsciously been given more 

encouragement and a heighted desire to thoroughly carryout the research into the project by the EU student. 



 

The place of useful learning 

The University of Strathclyde is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, number SC015263 

 
 
To gain further knowledge I used an internet search to discover further about the Maracana and its origins. This 

helped me learn the principles behind its construction and why it was built the way it is. Once I had gathered the 

information I needed and made some sketches of the stadium I was able to bring my work back to the group for 

completion. The other members of my group similarly had completed findings on their own study of a project. We 

met in the library and discussed these to each other, allowing me to gain knowledge about what they had found. 

Thorough studying and research we found some aesthetically pleasing engineering builds such as the Toompea 
Tower and The Town Hall etc. This gives us a broad understanding to what types of engineering takes place in 
different countries and how we the future engineers can contribute to that engineering globally. 
 
This class has been unique in its effort to stimulate independent research, and I feel this coursework in particular 
has made me aware of certain issues that could face an engineering project that has an international element. 
 
I feel through this coursework my research into civil engineering across DR Congo has made aware of the 
difficulties of large scale projects in developing countries as well as how crucial it is to have civil engineers 
around the globe. 
 
During the researching phase of this coursework I was surprised by the amount of civil engineering that took or 
has taken place in Congo, it was eye opening seeing such a developing country trying to make progress.  
 
After looking closely at ARUP’s journal on the Birds nest I began to think how structures in China are very like 
structures in Scotland e.g. the birds nest was designed based on the Chinese culture as are many structures in 
Scotland based on Scottish influences 
 
This project also helped with my researching skills as it involved me looking into the building design and finding 
drawings/pictures to look at the design features. 
 
I found researching my building to be interesting and I liked that it was quite independent. This ensured that we 
could work at our own paces then come together to make a finalized version at the end. 
 
By each researching one project individually, I found I could do background reading and select a structure that I 
had a genuine interest in 
 
As I delved deeper into the project and began my own research into my chosen Swedish civil engineering project 
I began to learn a lot more than expected. I enjoyed the fact that I was always learning whilst carrying out this 
project and that the papers and websites that I read were all interesting and explained my project in great depth. I 
also liked the fact that we were given the freedom to pick our own project and that this wasn’t handed to us. Even 
though we were given pointers from our mentor we were still ultimately allowed to go off in our own direction and 
I thought that this was a great idea. 
 
I found it very rewarding researching into the construction and maintenance of this bridge and found myself 
researching it for a considerable time. A fascinating bridge to look at yes but the work that went on beneath the 
sea bed and within the elements of the bridge that most people wouldn’t think twice about were of immeasurable 
benefit to me. 
 
And so by carrying out this project and the research that I have done I did not only teach my group about my 
country,  but I also taught myself things I’ve never known before. Another aspect of this project that I really 
enjoyed as I just referred to, is individual research. Having the opportunity to choose any project of your interest 
and to carry out research about it was motivation in its own way to do the best quality of work you can produce.   
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Finally in general this coursework was great and helped us in a many areas of our future job and it was really a 
pleasure to complete it as we had to do a research about a wonderful country with great history and culture while 
all the members of the group helped a lot and did a big effort in order to complete it in the best way possible. I am 
very pleased about the result and I can’t wait to do again a coursework like this in the future.  
 
Overall, I found this assignment to be very helpful as it has increased my cooperation and organisation skills. I 
enjoy working in groups and I feel that doing our own independent research, then reporting to our peers is a good 
and enjoyable way to learn. This coursework has helped boost my interest in Civil Engineering and overseas 
projects. 
 
Finally in general this coursework was great and helped us in a many areas of our future job and it was really a 
pleasure to complete it as we had to do a research about a wonderful country with great history and culture while 
all the members of the group helped a lot and did a big effort in order to complete it in the best way possible. I am 
very pleased about the result and I can’t wait to do again a coursework like this in the future. 
 
I found researching the bridge to be fairly challenging as the available information was sometimes hard to find. It 
was very interesting to read about the technical aspects and how they overcame the challenges of the design, 
especially as it is one of the longest bridges in Sweden. 
 
I enjoyed researching buildings and structures within Iran and the building I personally researched I found 
particularly interesting. 
 

 

 
Having the opportunity to choose any project of your interest and to carry out research about it was motivation in 
its own way to do the best quality of work you can produce. 
 
Overall, I found this assignment beneficial as it allowed me to gain experience in researching and interpreting 
project case studies as well as develop teamwork skills through communicating with my group to organise our 
assignment. 
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I enjoyed the EU poster assignment as it is something different from just lectures and tutorials. A little change is 
refreshing and I think this helped me be more enthusiastic about doing the research because there was freer rein 
to present my ideas how I wanted instead of following a set requirement… I wasn’t sure at the beginning that it 
would be as much fun as it actually turned out to be. It offered an opportunity to be creative and research civil 
engineering without pressure. 
 
Being able to research the history of civil engineering is interesting. 
 
I found the research of the task to be very interesting as when I was looking for a structure to choose, it was good 
for me to see all the variety of structures available, most I had never really heard of or seen before. Once I chose 
the bridge it really helped my knowledge to actually research it and look at all the different aspects of it in detail, 
and it felt quite good once I seen the poster finalised and all the structures on it. 
 
After researching my project, I further discovered how modern Tehran actually is. The city is constantly growing 
and not unlike any other country’s capital city. I also, discovered what Iran as a country is like. The country is split 
by a mountain range which mean that the north of the country almost has a completely different climate to the 
south. The north of the country has a climate not too dissimilar to the climate here in the UK, but with less rain. 
 
Researching the Eiffel Tower I discovered the troubled history that I would have been otherwise unaware of. Most 
people probably believe the Eiffel Tower has always been a pride of the French people but this was not always 
the case and in fact was almost set to be demolished early in the 1900’s. Now the Eiffel Tower is the most visited 
structure in the world attracting over five million tourists every year. 
 
While conducting the coursework I realised that the main effort was to conduct a considerable amount off 
research. I found this enjoyable as could discover many new interesting things and I could look more closely into 
areas that interested me. While looking online I found a number of different website that may also be useful for 
other projects. 
 
Through the research, I did on my own, I discovered a lot about Engineering during the war and how even though 
there was a shortage of materials, cost was no struggle for the third Reich. I found there extremely over the top, 
grand structures, expensive materials, and elaborate designs very overwhelming and inspiring. When I see other 
countries structures from around the same era, you can clearly the see the impact the war had on engineering. 
 
I found that it helped with improving my research skills and gave me the opportunity to get to know someone I 
wouldn’t have necessarily had the chance to meet. 
 
Whilst researching the bridge it caused me to realise the amount of sources available for use, and how I could 
potentially use them for future coursework. The research side of the coursework allowed me to improve my skills 
vastly and highlighted the many different sources there are which could greatly increase my knowledge on topics. 
 
I did have to a lot of research to figure out the pre Islamic domes and the post Islamic domes. This aspect of the 
coursework is what I found the most enjoyable. The act of having to go out and seek for information on ancient 
structures and technology was definitely the best bit. 
 
Researching these projects and sharing the information with my peers was not only enjoyable but rewarding too, 
as we found more and more new projects and started to realize the similarities of the civil engineering enterprises 
and how nationwide the profession really is.  
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6. Skills 
 
I feel as though meeting up in our group was essential to getting the work done, I also believe I have acquired 
important social skills through this project. If I was to take part in similar sort of group project in the future I will 
now be more effective with my organisation and contribution to the team. 
 
As mentioned the task teaches skills which will be extremely useful in transferring from University to work life, 
such as: teamwork, co-operation, compromise, communication. Unfortunately the group may not be as motivated 
to achieve a common goal as in the work place per se. 
 
I found this task to be very fun and a good way to get a feel for what to expect in the class/course but at the same 
time getting to know other students.  A very good first task to get into the swing of learning and developing group 
work skills, skills that will be very important in my future as a civil engineer.   
 
Furthermore the exercise gave me a chance to improve my team working skills such as organising a group of 
people, giving constructive feedback and acting on feedback from my peers. Looking back on this exercise there 
are several points of improvement that I will act on in future group work exercises. The first being that multiple 
and frequent meetings are needed for the best final product to be produced. Another is that when constructing 
the final version of the project all members of the group should be present to give feedback. 
 
I have learned that the value of collaboration within the group, yields greater results on a team project, setbacks 
can be surmountable. I have also improved my leadership and communication skills, as I was required to guide 
my peers on Brazilian culture and determine an appropriate construction and get peer cooperation on the project.  
 
This assignment was an effective method to enhance various skills required when any student graduates from 
university such as listening, presentation, working in a group and research skills. I enjoyed completing this project 
as it enabled me to learn about structures I would not usually come across in my studies, and as well as this, also 
learn about other structures in different countries during the presentation.  
 
Ultimately, it was an enjoyable experience in which our skills in working together in a diverse group was 
examined and built upon to serve us in future. 
 
It is a good way to learn about other people on the course while also developing my skills in sketching and 
developing a poster which I’m sure we will need in future. 
 
As I have very little sketching experience, I did a lot of practice while making my poster, so my technical drawing 
skills have definitely improved and I will look to build further upon this as it is a very useful skill to have, even 
when the majority of work is done using computers. 
 
I think that the way we went about the poster (picking a structure each and then bringing them all together at the 
end) was great as it meant we could all learn from each other’s research, which is a valuable skill to have as a 
Civil Engineer 
 
We all showed organisation and key skills to get the task done and worked well.  As a group we managed to 
interact well with each other and encourage everyone.  A poster that met the criteria and made it easy to help 
pass on the information onto the other students as we presented them.  As a team we were able to undertake the 
task and work together.  Offering support when needed or guidance about how to go about presenting our 
findings. 
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7. Graphics / Drawing /Sketching / Art / Creative: 
 
I personally really enjoyed the project as I done Art & Design and Graphic Communication in high school and this 
reminded me of doing work in those subjects. 
 
Overall, I feel this piece of coursework was very interesting and allowed our creative side to be used when 
making the posters and sketching the drawings. 
 
 I personally like drawing so I took a few hours to add a lot of detail in order to give the person viewing my part of 
the poster a better insight of what my building looked like. 
 
The sketching of the structure was difficult for my structure but once done it gave a good representation of the 
building. Annotating the sketch showed all the details about materials used and how it stands up. 
 
Being a student of advanced art I thoroughly enjoyed the creative aspect of posters and really believe it helped 
me intake a lot of the vital facts a lot easier. 
 
Overall I enjoyed taking part in the poster task as it involved drawing, research and group work, as well as 
learning more about Sweden. 
 
I enjoyed producing a combination of sketches and research in my section of the poster. By sketching a cross 
section of the building, I had to do more research as to how each component of the building was created and how 
they related to one and other. This led me to reading about the civil engineering construction techniques in 
Sweden and how they vary from those used commonly in Scotland. 
 
Overall I enjoyed taking part in the poster task as it involved drawing, research and group work, as well as 
learning more about Sweden. 
 
As I have very little sketching experience, I did a lot of practice while making my poster, so my technical drawing 
skills have definitely improved and I will look to build further upon this as it is a very useful skill to have, even 
when the majority of work is done using computers. 
 
Additionally, concerns arose regarding the sketching of the structures, which reflected a limited drawing capacity 

of the students, diminishing the end product visually but did not jeopardise the project.  

In addition as sketches were needed we had the chance to test ourselves about our drawing skills while 
moreover we socialized and discussed about the culture of the country as Greece is famous about the Ancient 
style of architecture and is full of great constructions and monuments such as the Acropolis of Athens, Rio 
Antirrio Bridge or the Ancient theatre of Epidauros. 
 
Another flaw with this project was the fact that we had to draw a picture of our chosen structure. I struggled with 
this as I am not very good at sketching and my group agreed that it was hard to draw our chosen structures. 
  
I really enjoyed putting my section of the poster together and drawing a sketch of the side elevation of the bridge 
– this proved testing as drawing is not my best trait. 
 
Some of the sketches were really drawn to a very high standard and shows the effort put in. 
 
The part of the project I enjoyed the least was having to draw my design as part of the project, this was due to me 
not being good at sketching and even though I found my building very interesting too research, it was quite a 
complex design and I struggled to produce a good drawing. 
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Even though I didn’t think it was necessary to make the poster look perfect I found it good that I could incorporate 
my creative skills in the poster by creating sketches of my chosen project. 
 
I enjoyed producing a combination of sketches and research in my section of the poster. By sketching a cross 
section of the building, I had to do more research as to how each component of the building was created and how 
they related to one and other. 
 
The least favourite part of the coursework was to sketch the building but this all came down to the fact that the 

group struggled with sketches.  

While working on the sketch it was interesting to find out about the information about how the structure is 
designed.  
 
I also liked this piece of coursework because it allowed us to show our creativeness in designing the posters and 
making the sketches. 
 
As I have very little sketching experience, I did a lot of practice while making my poster, so my technical drawing 
skills have definitely improved and I will look to build further upon this as it is a very useful skill to have, even 
when the majority of work is done using computers. 
 
I enjoyed creating the sketches and thought that they made the exercise more worth doing as it brightened up the 
posters as well as making them look more interesting. 
 

 

 

Picking such a complex structure meant that creating my sketch of the building was a challenge. 
 
The use of sketching for the poster improved my sketching skills which may come in handy in the future and it 
also allowed the posters to be easily understood alongside quick notes and annotations. 
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I struggled with this as I am not very good at sketching and my group agreed that it was hard to draw our chosen 
structures.  
 
The freehand sketching involved in the project was my favourite aspect as it is not something we get to do a lot; I 
thought using images to communicate information was a nice change. 
 
The part of the project I enjoyed the least was having to draw my design as part of the project, this was due to me 

not being good at sketching. 

For the project, we were also asked to provide a sketch. This was something I wasn’t sure about at first as I’ve 
become more use to doing technical drawings but I soon began to enjoy sketching it letting my more artistic side 
come out for a change. It also highlighted to me that this is a skill I could do with improving as it took me much 
longer than expected and multiple attempts before I was satisfied with the result.   
 
Including the sketches was something I liked as we have not really done that a lot so far this year. 
 
Even though I didn’t think it was necessary to make the poster look perfect I found it good that I could incorporate 
my creative skills in the poster by creating sketches of my chosen project.  
 
This was something I wasn’t sure about at first as I’ve become more use to doing technical drawings but I soon 
began to enjoy sketching it letting my more artistic side come out for a change. 
 
 

 
 
 
I personally really enjoyed the project as I done Art & Design and Graphic Communication in high school and this 
reminded me of doing work in those subjects. Including the sketches was something I liked as we have not really 
done that a lot so far this year. 
 
Being a student of advanced art I thoroughly enjoyed the creative aspect of posters and really believe it helped 
me intake a lot of the vital facts a lot easier. 
 
I also enjoyed the creative side of creating the poster and making sure the poster looked good and stood out a 
little as well as the factual side and learning about our foreign country.  
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I also enjoyed the creative side of creating the poster and making sure the poster looked good and stood out a 
little as well as the factual side and learning about our foreign country. 
  
The diversity of the members allowed our group to be creative while discussing ideas for the poster. 

 
8. Posters/Poster Display 

 
Getting to look round all the groups’ posters was really cool, because it let me see how civil engineering can be 
so different and varied from country to country. The type of construction taking place in Sweden was different to 
what was happening in Oman, or Africa.  
 
On a final note, I found the method of presenting the posters very effective and a welcome change. 
 
It was a bonus that our poster was a success and it was satisfying to see other groups look at our work and feel 
like they had learned something new. 
 
Presenting the posters was beneficial as I could learn even more information about civil engineering around the 

world and also compare the differences between styles of buildings from different locations. Overall, I really 

enjoyed the task and thought I learned a lot of new information about not only the structures in Iran, but the 

country of Iran. 

In conclusion the poster was a good way of seeing other impressive structures from countries that aren’t world-

renowned for it (i.e. Eastern Europe, the Baltics) and helped me to appreciate that you don’t always have to go to 

Dubai, New York or Shanghai to see impressive feet’s of engineering.      

 During class on the 1st of December we got to present our posters while also having a look at all the other 

groups posters, giving me us a chance to compare and reflect on how good my groups poster was. I believe this 

was a good exercise as we could see how much effort was made from other groups and whether or not my group 

actually put in as good an effort as the rest of the class. 

While walking around the class I could also develop my understanding of all the other countries included in the 

exercise, some of which I didn’t even know until we did the exercise. This also allowed me to better know my 

peers and learn more about where they are from, and what the difference in culture is between their home and 

here. 

Finding out we had to present our posters to the class worried me as I don’t really do well talking in front of 

others, but it was really relaxed and not the type of presentation I expected. This helped make the project overall 

a relatively positive experience. 

During class on the 1st of December we got to present our posters while also having a look at all the other groups 

posters, giving me us a chance to compare and reflect on how good my groups poster was. I believe this was a 

good exercise as we could see how much effort was made from other groups and whether or not my group 

actually put in as good an effort as the rest of the class. 

Creating the poster was the highlight as it’s more enjoyable to learn through a poster rather than just a lecture or 
reading. Overall the International Poster was a relevant and interesting task. 
 



 

The place of useful learning 

The University of Strathclyde is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, number SC015263 

However my favourite part of the coursework was viewing all the different posters on the walls. Discussing the 
projects with other groups was almost enlightening, it provided a way to find out about projects I would have 
never discovered and allowed me to go home and research my favourites. 
 
To be able to see the end result with everyone’s posters on the walls, you could see the high standard of effort 
people had put into this task. For this reason I feel completing our poster was an accomplishment. 
 
I was happy with the final poster. What was most intriguing was the breadth of technology displayed on it- from 
mud huts to spider cranes to sports stadia.   
 
 I also think it was a good idea to look around at other groups poster as it allowed me to reflect on my part of the 
poster as I could see how much effort other people put it but also gave me other ideas as to what I could improve 
on and could have added in order to make my poster better. Also, by asking questions to the group members I 
could better gauge why they laid out the poster the way they did, and develop my understanding of design 
concepts. While walking around the class I could also develop my understanding of all the other countries 
included in the exercise, some of which I didn’t even know until we did the exercise. This also allowed me to 
better know my peers and learn more about where they are from, and what the difference in culture is between 
their home and here. 
 
I also liked viewing the other posters, as I felt that I learned what other groups had been researching and enjoyed 
being able to discuss the other posters with my classmates. It was also rewarding seeing other people viewing 
and discussing our poster.  
 
The presentation and displaying of posters in class was one of the most satisfying aspects of the coursework as it 
allowed everyone to walk round and admire other group’s efforts including my own. What was most intriguing 
was that it let me see the variation and uniqueness of structures from countries all around the world. 
 
We then had to present and answer questions about the poster after it had been printed out. I found this 
interesting as it was a way of presenting as it was a new way of presenting for me, it was also good that it was 
much less formal than doing a presentation in front of everyone which meant that I was able to give better 
answers to educate others better. 
 
Also looking at the posters from other countries I noticed a common reoccurrence of people choosing modern 
and historical structures from each country, which shows the importance of studying and learning about past 
pieces of engineering, learning from past mistakes and developing successful encounters. 
 
We had posters from all over the world, Europe, USA, Asia. It was really a new experience for me that made me 
think how small the world is that so many students from all around the world had chosen to come to this class! 
When our posters were displayed I particularly enjoyed the gallery-like tour we embarked on around the class. 
Some structures in certain countries caught my eye and I genuinely was interested and wanted to know more 
about both the structure, and country it was in. 
 
Viewing the other posters that were on show really lets us see how many different nationalities are involved in the 
course and the civil engineering projects that have been undertaken in their corresponding countries. 
 
I found it particularly interesting whenever we were to assess other group’s posters. I felt this was a better way to 
take in the information by walking round and reading them, rather than a presentation. It also gave you a closer in 
depth view of what it was they had drawn and the finer details about the structures that may have been skipped if 
they would have done a presentation. 
 
Looking around all of the posters in class that other groups had made was very interesting. It was great to see 
they diverse range of civil engineering projects in Europe and across the world. This really opened my eyes to the 
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fact that civil engineering is truly global. I also learned that civil engineering is by no means just specific to 
designing buildings and bridges. Worldwide there are exciting and innovative civil engineering projects being 
undertaken and I found this extremely interesting. I was really impressed by some solutions engineers had come 
up with to solve problems that structures had. Speaking to other groups about their posters was very interesting 
as discussing the structures with people who have actually seen them helped bring it to life and made for the 
experience more interactive. I enjoy discussing with people as I find this kind of learning to be really beneficial to 
me.  
 
I also liked this piece of coursework because it allowed us to show our creativeness in designing the posters and 
making the sketches. I enjoyed viewing other groups’ posters because I was able to learn even more about Civil 
Engineering projects in a number of countries worldwide. From looking at the posters, I was also able to see 
different ways of presenting the research which will be useful in the future as I feel our poster could have been 
better and clearer. 
 
This was evident when we presented the posters and you could see just how much opportunity there is in civil 
engineering and how diverse it is also. 
 
Allowing us to review and view ours as well as other groups’ posters after completing the task was factual and 
interesting for me. 
 
I liked reading the posters of the other people in my group, they had very detailed posters with some impressive 
sketches. As a whole I found this project to be enjoyable and a good introduction to civil engineering in other 
countries. 
 
I liked the aspect of going around the room and looking at other groups posters to see what they had done in 

comparison to us. I also believe that this project will help me with future projects in the field of engineering. 

The final class was an enjoyable end to the semester being able to see everyone’s efforts to their group’s 
posters. It was interesting to see how different people put their part together. Also it was good to see some 
groups whose country was the same did some of the same and some different structures. 
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The final part of the project when all the posters where on display was very interesting; it was a good opportunity 
to discover structures around the world that I had never seen before. 
 
Seeing other group’s posters also reinforced this message as there was many further afield than Europe such as 
Jordan.  
 
All other posters were displayed at the lecture and we got to see the work done by other course mates. The other 
posters were focused on different countries so this was nice to see what different kind of civil engineering 
projects there is to be found in places all over the world. 
  
Looking at the other groups’ posters, it was pleasing to see that most students had put in some amount of effort, 
showing the classes general enthusiasm. 
 
The day of the presentation went very well as every groups poster were put on the wall for viewing. This was also 
very interesting to see how other people approached their poster tasks and viewing the actual projects of other 
groups was also interesting as there were many I didn’t know of or things I didn’t know about. This brought the 
class together as groups were sharing their experiences of the poster task and questions were being asked on 
some posters which made the task quite interactive as well which I found particularly pleasing. 
 
Being able to see the wide variety of countries that were researched by other groups also showed how diverse 
our university, especially our own course, is and highlights how big an influence civil engineering has around the 
world. Also, when viewing all the other groups’ posters that they had created, it made me want to travel abroad all 
the more just to visit these many different projects around the world. 
 
The project was also a great way to find out more on civil engineering in more than one foreign country.  From 
the presentations, we as a group were able to share our newly learned knowledge with the rest of our year. In 
return, we gained other information on different countries from the other group projects 
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9. New Knowledge (Technological): 
 
But researching the construction of the mosque, it really emphasised how important shoring is and that there is a 
lot more to choosing shoring than just picking a random style and using it during construction and hoping that it 
will withhold the loading of the building. 
 
This was also a good task for getting an idea of the different types of constructions in different countries and 
areas of the world as they will need to adapt to different conditions such weather or even development such in a 
poorer country they might be limited to a certain price and in a country prone to earthquakes they will need 
certain measures such as better foundations. 
 
I also found it really interesting researching my chosen project and enjoyed reading about the mechanisms and 
technology within the El-Ferdan Swing Bridge. 
 
Looking back, the positive experiences to this assignment were many. Most notably, the EU student provided us 
with deep insight into the various projects in Italy and he conveyed this information with enthusiasm. I felt 
motivated by this which in turn increased my faith in him as the 'project leader'. The EU student made me 
appreciate the different Civil Engineering projects in the world but also the preserved history and story behind 
each structure. 
 
We decided to choose the Finlandia Hall, the Olympic stadium, the nature museum and the Olkilouto nuclear 
power plant. The Nuclear plant in particular was very interesting because not only was there information on the 
materials but actually how they put together the plant because of the huge weight of the reactors. Also, that they 
had to actually reinforce the concrete floors and walls because the roofs had to be made of heavy concrete too to 
hold in the radiating energy. I also learned about the different kinds of reactor are in use here and how the project 
of the third reactor was way over budget and hugely delayed too! 
 
To accomplish this, major road sections were to be rerouted through tunnels under the city (of 99km of new 
roads, 56km would be underground). It is on this tunnelling technology we decided to focus on, as we were able 
to draw a parallel between the tunnelling goings on in the south side of Glasgow by Scottish Water in the 
“Shieldhall Strategic Tunnel” project. This seemed especially appropriate given the nature of our course, which 
requires sound knowledge of engineering practice and a respect for and understanding of the environment. 
 
Annotating the sketch showed all the details about materials used and how it stands up. Other details were 
added such as when it was built, why it was built, how it was built, and the time taken for it to be built. It was 
interesting to compare this to the structures my other group members had chosen. For example, comparing the 
year it was built to the different materials which was used, and how these can be connected. This was good as it 
showed us how different materials vary with time periods etc. 
 
This project allowed me to learn about French structures which I would not have previously known about, and 
how the load paths work and the structures significance to civil engineering.  
 
I found the International poster coursework interesting as it has developed my knowledge of structural designs; 
from the country I looked at – Estonia – and also several other countries from reading the classes’ posters. 
I was given the task of researching the bridge’s cables and wires. This was an interesting area of the bridge to 
look at because the two main cables and wires are what keeps the road from falling down. The wires that are 
attached to the two main cables ‘suspend’ the road over the water, therefore making it a suspension bridge. So, I 
collected all the key information I could find and then produced an annotated diagram of the cross section of one 
of the huge main cables.  
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In addition, researching about the Aqueduct of Segovia, a Roman built structure, allowed me to understand how 
civil engineering was done centuries ago. It was interesting to learn how the Romans had built a structure from 
thousands of granite blocks without any mortar and yet today it is still standing up perfectly! 
 
From my research, I found that The Netherlands has the largest area of polders in Northern Europe. Polders are 
a form of water engineering that focuses mainly on draining away large bodies of water to reclaim the land lost 
due to extensive flooding. This was interesting because water engineering wasn’t something that I knew a great 
deal about so it was good to expand my knowledge in that field. Water Engineering didn’t really appeal to me 
before but after researching about it, it seems quite interesting. 
 
Learning about structures around the world is incredibly interesting and could prove very useful if I choose to 
work abroad when I graduate. 
 
What was most intriguing was that it let me see the variation and uniqueness of structures from countries all 
around the world. 
 
The EU poster project was very interesting because it allowed you to learn about structures from another country 
to see how civil engineering has developed throughout different parts of the world…This showed me how much 
civil engineering had progressed in Poland what I found most interesting was that when I then compared these 
bridges with ones that had been built in the UK around the same time I found that there were many similarities 
between the structures. 
 
Although some aspects of the design are similar to UK designs, we definitely saw some difference with the 
structures we looked at in Greece. 
 
As well as this, looking at structures and civil engineering from our specified country showed that different 
countries have different ways of designing and building based on factors such as climate and finances. 
As the task gave me knowledge about different structures, I have learned things about civil engineering that I 
didn’t know previously. 
 
Some structures in certain countries caught my eye and I genuinely was interested and wanted to know more 
about both the structure, and country it was in. 
 
It is also good to see the different aspects that have to be taken into account when designing and building the 
structures due to environmental, social and economic factors. There wasn’t a great deal of information online 
about the structures which made me analyse the structures from my own perspective using the knowledge I have 
of civil and structural engineering. 
 
Furthermore, I feel as if this assignment provides us with a great opportunity to see structures from other parts of 
the world. From an engineering standpoint this would enable you to analyse how civil engineering is implemented 
within different regions of the world. This aspect of the assignment is one which personally I find very interesting 
as you could be introduced to some very stunning and breath taking structures.  
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Through the research that was carried out, I believe that this assignment allowed to me gain access to 
information and knowledge about structures from my native country which I may not previously have had or 
known about. In my opinion, it was a great opportunity which I grabbed with both hands.  
 
By interacting with international students, we became aware of structures and the different ways civil engineering 
is practiced around the world, something we would most likely not be aware of. 
Apart from this, I would highly recommend this too years that follow as it was a good way of consolidating my 
knowledge of buildings and structures and also making me more culturally aware of these buildings and 
structures and why they are so important to the nations they represent.   
 
When researching for this project I discovered the different styles of bridges constructed and how each style is 
used for certain circumstances, such as the Millau Viaduct having a semi-fan system which allows for the great 
height. From other people in the groups’ research it was interesting to discover the structural integrity of the Eiffel 
Tower and other French structures. 
 
It has also sparked an interest in tunnelling as a potential career opportunity in the future, an idea that was 
strengthened by the presentation for the young tunnellers society during one of our CL120 classes 
 
Learning about the Calle 30 project was extremely fascinating as I was able to learn from the technology used to 
construct this project as well as seeing the impact and the influence that the project had on Madrid.  
 
I enjoyed studying the particulars of mud hut construction. It is inspirational to read that what would appear to be 
‘too’ basic materials- i.e. mud and straw, are actually superior to brick and mortar in a great many respects- the 
only think holding them back is the materials’ association with poverty.  
 
Another interesting thing I learned because of this piece of coursework was learning what a Squinch was. This is 
what domes were created out of before technology had advanced. A Squinch was made out of crossing a corner 
with an arch. This would create a more rounded effect and make the occupants feel as though there are no 
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corners in the room. This idea was later used a lot in the Christian faith to create a sense that the devil could not 
hide in any corners. 
 
I managed to gain new information about a spectacular building I'd never even heard of and this made me want 
to continue to look into different civil engineering projects overseas. 
 
I found the whole project of looking into tunnel bores pretty interesting, and seeing how the mechanical engineers 
that designed them worked with geologists and civil engineers to work towards a common goal. It was also an 
international project, as the Swedish civil engineers were working with a German company that made the tunnel 
bores, so it really reinforced the idea that with globalisation it really isn’t at all uncommon for a major project like 
this to have teams in different countries working on them 
 
I found it helpful chatting with a French native as he was able to go into more detail and give us pointers about 
our specific projects that we were doing. He for instance explained to me how the Millau Bridge was curved 
rather than straight so that it didn’t scare travellers who were crossing it as a straight road could induce a 
sensation of floating for drivers.  
 
From my research I found out that the Netherlands had the largest area of polders in Northern Europe. Polders 
are a form of water engineering that focuses mainly on draining away large bodies of water to reclaim the land 
lost due to extensive flooding. Not only that, I learned about the technology used – namely the Archimedes screw 
– to create these polders. This was particularly interesting to me as I had previously not put much thought into 
this branch of engineering. It has shown me that even practices that I thought wouldn’t appeal to me can actually 
be rather intriguing. 
 

 
 

10. New Knowledge (Cultural): 
 
I realised that it does not matter how good the poster looks and how good the annotations of the sketches were 
but knowing how important working, learning and exchanging knowledge is as we did from student to another 
student especially from another country. 
 
I really enjoyed learning all about Brazil, and Brazilian structures, culture and people and I feel this activity is 

important to create a sense of unity in our increasingly divided times.  

Upon reflecting on this exercise I believe it is a very good idea for coursework as it allows people to develop their 
knowledge of other cultures and famous places in other countries. We also get to talk to people from different 
backgrounds and get a good insight into what their home is like. 
 
Meeting our international buddy also expanded my knowledge of Iran. Before meeting our buddy I viewed Iran as 
somewhat of a backward third world country and had little knowledge of it other than the Islamic Revolution and 
the Iran Nuclear Deal. However in the meetings with our buddy showed us that a number of very modern civil 
engineering projects recently completed in Iran such as the Tabiat Bridge which won the Popular Choice Prize for 
Highways & Bridges at the 2015 international Architizer A+ Architecture Awards. 
 
Working with the International mentor was interesting as they provided some insight into what living in Iran is like 
and how they view the buildings in their own country and outside of it. Talking to our mentor also educated me 
about the country’s culture and history and what the buildings in the country represent. 
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Sander used the computer to show us four different structures and buildings situated in Estonia. They were the 
Tartu town hall, Kadriorg Palace, Tall Hermann tower and the Tallin song festival grounds. Sander spoke about 
each of the structures and their importance to Estonia and then let us choose which one we wanted to research. I 
chose the song festival grounds because Sander explained the importance of the grounds was to do with the 
liberation of Estonia from the Soviet Union as this was where Estonians gathered to sing together when the 
Union broke up. This sounded like the most interesting of the four to me, and also because I am a big music 
lover. 
 
I believe projects similar to this have to occur more frequently within the engineering learning environment, as 
there is so much that can be learnt from other countries’ techniques and technologies, and knowledge and 
culture can be transferred, which would be beneficial for all.      
 
From Poland to Iran to the United States of America, each country has many beautiful and extremely interesting 

aspects and I think taking the time to educate ourselves on each countries similarities and differences is 

important and this activity clearly showed this. 

Overall however, I think this task was a good way for us to get insight into other cultures and broaden our mind to 
different ways of thinking about civil engineering, not just the ways we are taught in class.  
 
I found the international aspect of the poster challenge to be the most interesting as it involved interacting with 
someone from a different country and culture. This was so interesting as it was getting an understanding of the 
foreign students’ home country and what it's like to live there. 
 
I found this assignment extremely enjoyable and helped me learn a lot about the Scottish culture and history. I 
was surprised when my fellow Scottish civil engineering students were showing so much interest when I was 
talking about my country. They particularly were very interested in the history of Bulgaria and its political 
changes.  
 
It was a nice experience to see how other cultures see civil engineering because I know that not everyone thinks 
the same. 
  
The task allowed me to see and learn other cultures and how they have to tailor their building designs and 
materials to suit their climate. Due to the task that has been given I have made new friends from different 
cultures. 
 
By sampling these resources, our group recognised from the beginning that the main problems that would face 
an international engineering project would be differences in; language, laws, traditions/customs, and 
climate/environment. 
 
Discovering projects from Spain gave me some insight of new and unique applications for civil engineering as 
well as highlighting different challenges other countries have to face. For example a climate and weather which 
would not be experienced in Scotland. It highlighted for me a better understanding of how civil engineering is 
relevant to the world.  
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It also provides an excellent opportunity for students to interact with students from outside Britain, learning more 
about the different cultures and challenges with moving to Scotland to study.  
 
As not so many people from my course seem interested in my culture, I found it exciting that this EU/International 
presentation was included in the program of this year. 
 
This assignment is also very good for getting students of different nationalities and backgrounds to properly meet 
up and mix. If I was a foreign student coming into university I would be very happy to see an effort being made to 
welcome non-locals and celebrate and study not mainly just the local culture. 
 
Gaining knowledge about different cultures is something I enjoy greatly, whilst it gave me a brief overview of what 
it may be like to work in an international company with people from all over the World. 
 
It was great to work with someone from Jordan and it was interesting to hear about the different lifestyle and 
culture compared to Scotland. Our international partner Dhari was extremely helpful and answered any questions 
we had. Although the culture differed, there were many similarities in engineering works. 
 
The task allowed me to see and learn other cultures and how different countries have to alter their designs and 
materials used to suit their own climate/landscape. 
 
I found Annie’s guidance to be useful and enjoyed working with her, she gave a nice insight into a bit of Swedish 
culture and civil engineering projects. 
 
In addition as sketches were needed we had the chance to test ourselves about our drawing skills while 
moreover we socialized and discussed about the culture of the country as Greece is famous about the Ancient 
style of architecture and is full of great constructions and monuments such as the Acropolis of Athens, Rio 
Antirrio Bridge or the Ancient theatre of Epidauros.. Finally in general this coursework was great and helped us in 
a many areas of our future job and it was really a pleasure to complete it as we had to do a research about a 
wonderful country with great history and culture while all the members of the group helped a lot and did a big 
effort in order to complete it in the best way possible. I am very pleased about the result and I can’t wait to do 
again a coursework like this in the future. 
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That’s why we need to exchange our thinking with others in order to become citizens of the world and to learn as 
much as we can from other cultures and countries! 
 
The international poster was an exercise that I felt was beneficial due to the diversity of the project. I felt it was a 
very good way of learning about other countries, both in the civil engineering aspect and their culture. 
 
 I enjoyed working with my international buddy. It was nice to meet someone from a completely different country 
and culture and learn a bit about their culture and country. 
 
Now, as I was the mentor for my own group about my country Jordan, at the start I had to carry out quite a bit of 
individual research about all the different projects and minor research about the culture. During my life I have 
never lived in Jordan, as I child I lived eight years in Kenya, followed by ten years in Bahrain, And during all these 
times I was enrolled into western/British schools and surrounded by western friends, so the culture I was raised 
around during my time outside my house was mainly the western culture. 
 
In terms of learning about the culture of our country of research, the poster itself didn’t really allow for any 
description of the culture or why these projects were relevant to these locations as it was totally focused on the 
structural aspects of our chosen projects. 
 
In my opinion, the international coursework was a great experience. Exchanging knowledge about different 
countries, their culture and way of life is a great idea. 
 
 I thought that integrating an EU/International student within each group was a great idea as it allowed groups to 
learn more about engineering design projects in other countries and cultures around the world.   
 
It was also quite interesting to find out about the Greek culture through speaking to our international member of 
the group. 
 
Another thing that I found useful about doing this task was that it taught me a bit about a different country and its 
culture and difference from us. 
 
Overall I enjoyed the experience and found it beneficial in terms of enhancing my understanding of structures and 
how culture can affect them. 
 
The task was enjoyable, but didn’t give much of an insight into foreign culture, although that may be due to the 
fact that I was researching a road. It was interesting but wasn’t influenced by culture. I personally believe I 
would’ve gained more if I had researched something like a stadium or bridge, but we only had 4 suggestions from 
our international member of the buddy group.  
 
I believe that, given more time, this exercise would have been more useful in gaining an insight into a fairly 
unknown to myself foreign country’s culture and how their culture has been expressed through their architecture. 
Unfortunately, our group didn’t quite have the time for this sharing of knowledge. 
 
Since I don’t know a lot about Civil Engineering in other countries I thought this project was a great idea and 
learning about the culture too made it better in my opinion. 
 
I did find listening to her, tell me both about Sweden as a country and as a home to many innovative civil 

engineering projects, a good way to learn about international cultures and the differences in engineering 

approaches to landmark projects. 
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I found this exercise worthwhile. I learned a lot of new interesting information and skills while carrying out the 
research and creating the poster. I think the investigating engineering in another country is valuable because it 
allows you to see how another culture works in construction and different methods they might use. 
 
While researching the about the civil engineering in Romania we found that there was a lot of cultural knowledge 
to be learned this included how different laws, languages and tradition might affect the construction.  
 
Cooperating with my little buddy group and the EU/International mentor also provided me with important 
knowledge about how different people see and understand the country’s tradition. Communicating with them and 
learning about the history and culture of the country was useful too, as it helped me to understand the necessities 
of the locals. 

 
Overall, the coursework was very useful and broadened my knowledge differently from most assignments. It 
taught me a lot about Poland, where my family name originates from. 
 
I have found some articles and journals on the topic that I showed the rest of the students on our meetings, but 
what I found interesting is that they didn’t want to go straight to work on that topic but started asking me 
questions that were not really related to the topic. Most of the questions were about famous landmarks, history 
and architecture. 
 
In carrying out this coursework, I found it interesting and enjoyable, and I learned some new information about 
the engineering, tourist and political history of Bulgaria. In working with a fellow student on this I learned the 
difference between how different cultures view the same type of construction. For example within Scotland a 
Victorian era bridge was mainly a utilitarian design, concerned solely for the connection of two areas over a gap, 
whereas Bulgarian designers saw an opportunity to make it something beyond its primary function and create an 
interesting area for commerce, something akin to the renaissance in Italy where market traders would congregate 
on bridges (a focal point for passing trade).  
 
As Gabor came up with a point that saying one time in the past all those projects we talked and discussed about 
were completely destroyed in the world war. In addition, some pictures of the incident were shown. He was able 
to laugh about it and I was laughing too, but at that moment I knew that laugh of his was fake and mine also then 
we discussed how horrible it was and left it in the past. Bridges and buildings had to be rebuilt and some weren’t 
able to, but one thing that can’t bring back is people’s life and can’t be rebuilt is people’s heart. 
 
I think it is safe to say that this project has not only got me to learn about buildings in other countries, it made me 
realise how important constructions can be and if it all goes to waste then what is the point? Hopefully we could 
do something about it to make sure the essence of Syria can still stay the same for the future for the future 
generations to enjoy. 
 
I knew a bit about ancient Greece and the great things it did and also of the financial situation that Greece 
currently finds itself in due to it being in the news constantly. This made it very refreshing and interesting to look 
at the varied range of civil engineering projects underway in Greece as engineering wasn’t usually the first thing 
that came to mind when thinking of Greece. 
 
Although I still hope to have some effect on the countries more in need through engineering, this has shown me 
the variety of choice in working with many other cultures. 
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11. Peers / Group-Team Collaboration: 
 

I felt the collaborative nature of the project helped me learn off my peers. 
 
The main positive I took from this exercise though was the collaboration with other students in the class. It was 
nice to do a group project with other people involved as it allowed us to exercise our communicative skills and 
question each other when something was not completely understood or when we had suggestions such as 
changing the layout of our poster.  
 
 
I feel the project not only helped in expanding our knowledge of the world and different cultures but also 

expanding our awareness of relying on others. Although having to rely on others can be hard, I have learned it is 

essential as we cannot complete all tasks ourselves. Overall, I think this exercise has been rewarding and 

worthwhile.  

This group activity had increased my trust and confidence on other people doing work with me. 
 
Overall, I found this assignment to be very helpful as it has increased my cooperation and organisation skills. I 
enjoy working in groups and I feel that doing our own independent research, then reporting to our peers is a good 
and enjoyable way to learn. This coursework has helped boost my interest in Civil Engineering and overseas 
projects. 
 
I feel the project not only helped in expanding our knowledge of the world and different cultures but also 

expanding our awareness of relying on others. Although having to rely on others can be hard, I have learned it is 

essential as we cannot complete all tasks ourselves. Overall, I think this exercise has been rewarding and 

worthwhile.  
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My country of interest was Iran. I was pleased with this as it was a country I knew little about and so was good 
listening to my peer talking about it and giving me new knowledge about it…. I enjoyed listening to my peer talk 
about their home country and it has given me a good insight about the country. 
 
I also loved the idea of collaborative learning which had taken place throughout the assignment. I felt that I've 
learnt a lot just by discussing and talking with the other members of the group. 
 
Of course, it is also a great way to get to know your peer students and it encourages the team working skills. 
The best part about the task in my opinion was that we got to work in groups and I feel like the group work side of 
the task was very useful as we all got to work on a separate project in the international country and then when we 
had finished we all would get together and discuss them, this not only helped us learn about one project but also 
another 3/4 as we learned from our peers. 
 
I enjoyed working with my peers in our little buddy group to create and design a poster that would be displayed in 
class for others to see as it would show our efforts and work that we put in. 
 
The group aspect allowed us to get to know one another better but also had a great focus on sharing knowledge. 

 
Working with Albert and Finn, both of whom I know very well already, was a great experience and some great 
‘civil engineering chats’ took place between us. Getting to know more about life in Sweden and the kinds of civil 
engineering projects was fascinating. Albert was able to provide lots of interesting facts and knowledge on this 
subject and my own further research yielded new and valuable information.  

 
I also enjoyed working as a group because we were all able add our own input to the poster. I felt that my group 
was successful in communicating and sharing the work load evenly. 
 
The assignment has been a learning experience for me as well, during those meetings we engaged in 
comparison of both countries and cultures and I was surprised how different things were to what my fellow 
students referred to as the other side of the Iron Curtain. Now I have locations visit and things to try out in 
Scotland that I have only heard of in films and television shows, also I can say that I’ll have some great people to 
guide me.  

 
To conclude, I enjoyed working with the guys and I hope they did enjoy working with me. By telling them how 
some of the Romanian infrastructure projects worked I hope I enlarged their perspective. It was great and I am 
looking forward to do tasks like these in the future. 
 
Not only that but it allowed for friendships to start between different years of the civil engineering course but also 
to give us a first-hand insight into what’s to come from the remainder of our course.  
 
I enjoyed working within a group of peers and an older student, and really appreciated learning about other 
cultures interactively. 
 
Overall I did find this a very helpful assignment and has helped with my cooperation skills as we worked in 
groups and helped with organisation. This assignment has definitely boosted my interest into being a civil 
engineer. 
 
Lastly and most importantly, meeting members of the same year group as well as having a mentor has allowed 
me to feel more comfortable with studying civil engineering here at the University of Strathclyde.          
Working with my group was really useful as everyone did what they had to and did it right there was no 
unpleasant situations in the group and everyone did their work. 
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I really enjoy working in groups, so this piece of work was fun for me. 
 
I feel my group were one which worked hard and had good chemistry together, it was very easy to communicate 
with them and get along and everyone played their role in producing the notes and sketches in time for the print 
date. 
 
For the international poster project, we did Poland, as our buddy was Polish. We made a Facebook group, and 
discussed what structures we could do. 
 
Our group worked well and the assignment was completed on time and, in my opinion, to a high standard. Each 
member of our group studied one structure and then we met up and put the project together. 
 
Originally the group suffered from a lack of enthusiasm from a few of the members, but as the project went on 
they became more involved. 
 
Overall the project was very successful as I learnt much about our Country and we worked well as a group. 
Nonetheless there was a few problems that our group experienced; mainly not meeting our EU mentor, which 
hindered our group. 
 
The group aspect was also enjoyable and gave me a sense of responsibility knowing the others were dependant 

on me completing my section of the task on time and to a good standard. 

Working in a group environment meant I had to work on my organisation skills as we had to organise group 
meetings to discuss our ideas. Working in a group has improved my communication skills and confidence, while 
communicating with my fellow members I had to make sure there was clarity in my speech along with it being 
concise. Communicating with new people has broadened social circle allowing me to communicate with others 
who might have different thinking and approach to similar tasks. The diversity of the members allowed our group 
to be creative while discussing ideas for the poster. 
 
Overall I was very pleased with the way our team worked to get our poster done timely and to a high standard 
and would love to work with them again on a similar group project. I feel I have learned a lot about not only my 
structure but the other structures that were looked at by my group as all of our parts were well done, easy to read 
and informative. 
 
Group work is something I enjoy taking part in and would like to do more of, also the group I am a part of works 
well and I get along with the other members. 
 
The coursework as a whole could have been tedious but I felt this was avoided a reasonable amount  due to it 
being easy to communicate with my group but there were probably situations for other people where this was 
more difficult. 
 
Speaking to other groups about their posters was very interesting as discussing the structures with people who 
have actually seen them helped bring it to life and made for the experience more interactive. I enjoy discussing 
with people as I find this kind of learning to be really beneficial to me. 
 
Personal commitments, illness, time management, motivation, other assignments, all shimmy the importance of 
teamwork down the hierarchy when your own personal challenges are greater than the groups. Therefore, the 
logistics of working together with my group was quite difficult and frustratingly it was a problem that solely myself 
couldn’t solve and will ultimately affect me as I cannot finish a number of other aspects of the assignment which  
require the input of those whom can’t be there or simply haven’t done it.  
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Another positive that has come from this is that it has introduced a new type of groupwork to me where we all go 
individually to construct our own pieces before bringing this all together to produce one large piece. This has 
developed my skills when it comes to working in groups of this size and I`m sure this will come in handy in the 
future.  
 
All in all, I feel in this coursework our task was very much engaging, and involved quite a bit of co-ordination 
amongst a group that was probably unexpected for some. It allowed us all to interact with each other more 
openly, and I learnt that regardless of where in the world we point to – there’s probably a bridge or a grand 
structure there which was most likely built through strong teamwork and desire. 
 
The fact of working in a team was very beneficial as it allowed us to separate the tasks evenly and could come 
together and provide a vast amount of info. Not only this but it made the task more enjoyable the fact of working 
with people who we had not worked with very much before and allowed each other to get to know each other 
more and become more friendly actually outside of the university time.  
 
The international poster coursework was a good learning experience as it promoted teamwork and discussing 
different cultures. 
 
My team cooperated really well and I am very thankful for being a part of a hard working team who cooperated 
really well with one another.  
 

 

 

 
In addition, from a working stand point I believe it allows us to work collaboratively with people from different 
countries/backgrounds and develop our skills for working in a team environment thus opening our minds to 
different traditions and ways of doing things. 
 
Through working in a group, I feel I have improved my public speaking and team work skills, as there was a lot of 
discussion between our international student and other group members. 
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I really enjoyed the team work aspect of this assignment and getting together to produce one larger poster 
composed of several mini posters. This was also a great way of meeting new people on the course that I may 
have never talked to in my time I am going to spend at Strathclyde University. 
 
Actually making the poster was good as we worked as a team and some of the group members taught me 
various things on the computer software we were using to make the poster that I did not know till then. 
During this task I was able to improve my teamwork skill hugely. Having to work as a group and allocating tasks 
to the group allowed us to cooperate and coordinate our ideas, each focusing on a different aspect and using our 
personal strengths to benefit the team. 
 
I feel that I took away new Knowledge from this project but didn’t take away much from my mentor or from 
working as a team.  It turned out to naturally be a more individual project as we all chose our own projects with 
the only team bit being mainly putting the poster together. 
 
One thing that my group did struggle with was one of the members of the team because we tried to contact them 
but they didn’t turn up to any meetings. In one of our other classes we were asked to provide the name(s) of one 
or two people we’d like to work with and then stuck into groups like that. I think that may have made the 
coursework easier because that person would have had someone they knew to work with and so may have 
encouraged them to turn up to the meetings. 
 
Overall, I believe this kind of coursework is very helpful for someone who is interested in civil engineering 
because it combines critical judgment with participation in a cooperative group of people. Undertaking this project 
has made me to realize the importance of the role of the civil engineer.  
 
Despite my understandable scepticism at the beginning – I thoroughly enjoyed this piece of coursework. It has 
promoted social integration between many different nationalities, and brought many people together who may 
now call each other friends. Members of the year group may now become friends with others who they may 
never have expected to be associated with, and I think this is an excellent outcome to an interesting and helpful 
piece of coursework.  This group style coursework brought people together successfully and I would highly 
recommend it to the first year coming in September if they get the opportunity. 
 
I also really liked talking to Rares, who id spoken to before, about his country and to compare it to my own. I was 
also lucky to have another international student in my group, Yushi. So I could compare aspects from my country 
to Rare’s country as well as to Yushi's country Japan.   
 
Our group worked well once the initial communication issues inherent to any group work had been cleared up. 
We were able to delegate tasks effectively and efficiently. 
 
Also the team working aspect of the coursework was beneficial to my learning as an engineer. A big part of 
engineering is team work and communication. Working in teams and having to share information with colleagues 
is good practice for project work and working with other departments of engineering in the real world.   
 
As well as finding out about the civil engineering in her home country, the project was a good way to chat and 
socialise with a foreign student. We were able to ask why she opted to study in Scotland and whether or not she 
will return home after she has graduated or qualified as professional civil engineer. 
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12. International buddy/ mentor: 
 
I believe that this project was very interesting since I did not know anything about Chinese engineering or the 
Beijing National Stadium before. Our international mentor has been very helpful and engaging in choosing the 
right project. She has given us a lot of information regarding what aspects to explore and how to present them. 
 
As we were discussing potential avenues to go down, I noticed that the EU student in our group was talking with 
so much passion and excitement, as he was, in a way, representing his country. This not only motivated me to 
complete the assignment to the very best of my ability but also instilled within me the same passion and 
excitement that was, maybe, more pronounced in the EU student. 
 
For me this coursework was quite enjoyable as it involved meeting an international student from the year above 
doing the same course who was well organised, kind and made the task easy for us to do by having 4 places in 
his country already decided for our first meeting in the library with advice on sites that could be useful. 
 
I arranged to meet Aneta one afternoon in the library, so that I could show her the ideas I had, and get some 
feedback from her. She thought I had a great idea, she was happy I had done my own research and found my 
own structure – one she hadn’t even heard of – rather than just choose one from the list of suggestions she had 
provided. Filled with confidence I went on to sketch my structure, and started putting together my poster on 
PowerPoint.   
 
I had a very positive experience undertaking this piece of coursework. Stavros, our EU mentor and big buddy, 

was amazing. He was from Greece and although I have been to the Greek Island of Kos before, I had never 

actually had a proper conversation with someone from Greece so it was great to meet him. When we first met 

him in our big buddy groups he was very helpful, explaining all of the coursework we would have to do in the first 

semester and giving us some useful tips, as well as answering any questions we had about the course. The day 

before we met he was even kind enough to email us all and remind us of the meeting. 

Overall Iwo was a very helpful EU mentor, he was very polite and easy to work with. He was able to share his 

knowledge of his home country with the group effectively and this allowed us to create the best poster that we 

could. He gave us numerous ideas for structures to research so that the project included the most diverse range 

of structures possible. 

We came across some difficulties with getting information as some webpages were not written in English. Our 

buddy supported us very well through this issue as she offered to translate and help with the research to 

guarantee that we had solid, relevant information in our poster. This was very helpful and also allowed us to get 

the most out of this assignment as we learned a lot of new information about each of the four structures we 

concentrated on. 

Recently I have been working in a group of four (including a student from Brunei), to design a poster based on 

four structures that have been built in Brunei. The purpose of this project was to learn about the country and it is 

also an excellent way to integrate with other people from the course and a foreign student. 

I was determined to find as much information about the Maracana stadium as possible. Davina’s insight was 
useful here as she had actually been to the stadium in real life and could describe the design of the building from 
first-hand experience. This gave me a clearer insight into what to include in the poster. 
 
Undertaking this activity was a pleasure. Thanks to it, I was able to let other know about my home country but, 

first and foremost, I had the opportunity of knowing my buddy group more in depth. 
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I felt slightly ashamed that I knew next to nothing about the country that my international buddy was from. 
However, she gave our group some information about the culture and lifestyle which was really interesting and 
now I feel like I know a lot more about her home country. I would like to learn even more about her home country. 
 
Hearing what Timo had to say and learn about Finland’s civil engineering from someone who has experienced it 
first-hand was an enjoyable way to learn about the structures while also understanding some of Finland’s culture. 
 
Our international mentor, Kuba from Poland, was very useful in helping us choose a project. He gave a wide 
range of engineering projects to talk about, including stadiums, bridges, impressive medieval constructions and 
much more. He went into detail for each one. This taught me more about Poland, including its history where 
major engineering was conducted to re-build after the Second World War. 
 
To be able to educate and promote my home country from an engineering perspective was something I really 
appreciated. It is coursework like this that influence all aspects of my education. For our design project, we 
decided to incorporate a bit of international relations by having the Scottish, Swedish and Polish flags on our 
bridge. I think that is a perfect way of expressing the importance of collaboration between nations. 
 
Our international mentor, Sabrina, who is from Luxembourg, was a member of our group already and I feel this 
allowed us to gain a greater understanding of the many differences between Luxembourg and Scotland.  I found 
it rather humbling working with Sabrina as not only does she study Civil Engineering abroad, but also speaks 4 
languages! 
 
Overall, I found this a valuable coursework task as I found it appealing that we received help from students that 
are in their later years of study as they were able to keep us right and help us if we needed it. 
 
It was also interesting to hear from Rares about life in Romania and the differences between living there and now 
in the UK. He was also a great help in selecting our research projects and gave us various examples from 
buildings and bridges to more complex designs such as stadiums. It was a great insight to hear about how civil 
engineering has advanced rapidly over the last two decades since the 1989 revolution. 
 
Meeting up with Shijiao Qiao was very interesting to hear about the culture in China and also listening to how 
much she enjoys studying Hydrology. 
 
For the coursework I met with Irene, an international student from Spain, so that she could give us some ideas on 
civil engineering projects from Spain. In fact she taught us so much more. She started by talking about some 
Spanish culture. 
 
Having an international buddy from country of study was extremely useful. Our buddy, Waad Al Hajry was born 
and raised in Oman. She was useful with providing initial ideas for research topics and was then able to provide 
us with information on the grand mosque; she even offered to be our person Arabic translator. 
 
Working with fellow peers and seeing their interest in learning about the DR of Congo made feel proud of my 
roots. It also forced me to see a different side of the DR of Congo that I thought never existed.   

 
I’m an international student myself and I realised while sitting down and talking that the mentor of mine knows a 
great deal more about his country than I knowing about my country. This gave me feelings that I have to work 
harder not in just in civil engineering industry and discovering more about my country and Scotland but in many 
aspect of life and current position. 
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Firstly I will talk about the first meeting with my EU student, it was very casual and laid back. He spoke with grace 
and pride about his country and the several differences there are compared with Glasgow. Antonio - EU student - 
was very helpful in guiding our group into the benefits of a year abroad. He explained how it is a life experience 
and it enables you to gain a wider understanding of civil engineering throughout the world 
 
I enjoyed working with an international student too, as it helped my communication skills with people who may 
not be too familiar with English. I felt that the international student enjoyed the coursework too, as they had a 
chance to teach us about their home country. 
 
Working with my international mentor was also an enjoyable experience. Franek introduced me to a number of 
the projects that I ended up researching and was very helpful in answering questions I had about Poland and the 
civil engineering projects that it contains. 
 
In overall I liked this project as I got to teach my team members some new things about my country and I also got 
a small experience of being the mentor in the group. 
 
I enjoyed working with my international buddy. It was nice to meet someone from a completely different country 
and culture and learn a bit about their culture and country.  
 
I found that our group mentor was very helpful in directing us in which projects to research. I also found that our 
mentor tried hard to help communicate their home customs to us in the best way possible.  
 
I was thankful for the effort from my buddy, Christos, for providing plenty of examples from Greece with extra 
information links for me and my group to consider and choose from. I know a little bit about Greece and Greek 
culture but just fairly common knowledge so it was fun to research more about it and I definitely feel I have 
learned more about Greece. 
 
Although there were timing and meeting up issues – mostly to do with methods of contact between group 
members – we all eventually did our own sketches after recommendations by our International Buddy Andrea. I 
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felt she was very helpful when we did meet, and took our task seriously; providing us with ideas on what to 
include in our poster and offering contact details should we need any help. Contact was kept through email and 
she provided additional info on some of the structures. I felt most of the actual studying structures was done in 
our own time/space, and mostly we met as a group to keep track of what we were doing and for suggestions, 
advise. 
 
Being [an] international student in Strathclyde University and presenting the state of Qatar, this is something to 
be proud of. 
 
I found Annie’s guidance to be useful and enjoyed working with her, she gave a nice insight into a bit of Swedish 
culture and civil engineering projects. 
 
Having a local helped greatly as Alexandros could give us ideas and also gave us a little background knowledge 
on Greece. 
 
I would recommends this project as it inspiring to do further research. I believe it also has the benefit of letting 
international students share their experiences. 
 
An aspect of the project I found to be particularly interesting was meeting with my international student Sabrina. 
Not only to hear her speak about the structures in France but listening to such things as how she found the Civil 
Engineering course and other aspects like the difficulties with moving to Scotland to study. Sabrina seemed 
genuinely happy and enthusiastic to meet with my group. She also expressed her opinion on how she was 
enjoying the civil engineering course which is obviously pleasing to hear from someone who has already done 
what I am currently doing.  
 
I found this coursework very useful and enjoyable. It was also very informative as I researched projects I never 
knew about in countries I knew little about. Working alongside a student from Estonia was very interesting as he 
told us about his country and the projects which he was intrigued by the most. In the historical capital of Tallinn 
he picked out projects for us to do and I found mine particularly interesting as it was very historical and the 
methods of civil engineering were very old fashioned yet useful.  
 
Dhairi, our group’s international member and mentor, was born in Jordan and so this was set as the country we 
were to research. However, having in fact grown up in Kenya and later moving to Bahrain, Dhairi proved to be a 
mine of information on the many cultures and ethics that exist not just in Jordan but also across the whole of the 
Middle East.  
 
When I was first presented with the task in hand I was rather unsure what I was going to take from this. I didn’t 
think much of this piece of course work at first but as I began to learn about my mentor’s home customs and civil 
engineering projects from their home nation I became more interested. Even though I was unsure about this 
project at first it turned out to be very interesting and enjoyable. I found that our group mentor was very helpful in 
directing us in which projects to research. I also found that our mentor tried hard to help communicate their home 
customs to us in the best way possible.  
 
Our EU student mentor was of Greek descent and had lived there for several years; therefore he had a 
tremendous amount of knowledge about Greece and its projects. This helped me and my peer’s a lot as he gave 
very useful structures and website links to investigate and look in to. Moreover, he was always there to guide us 
in case we had any questions or seemed to be unsure about something. This made this coursework easier and 
more enjoyable for us as we always knew we were on the right track.  
 
My role in this project was to be the representative (international mentor) of my country and thus to make Scottish 
students acquainted with cultural aspects and traditions of my country. My expectations about this task were very 
high because I wanted to show my country in its best and therefore I pointed out the most important facts about 
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every sphere of my state from political and geographical information up to some facts about amusements. I felt 
really proud of my country while presenting it to Scottish students. I wanted to encourage them to come to 
Estonia and see everything with their own eyes. 
 
Lastly and most importantly, meeting members of the same year group as well as having a mentor has allowed 
me to feel more comfortable with studying civil engineering here at the University of Strathclyde.      
     
Our Mentor for are group was useful throughout the project giving us ideas on what building are interesting in his 
country and Greece was a great country to study as it has some fascinating structures too choose from. 
 
Our mentor Irene was extremely helpful when it came to this task and went above and beyond when helping us 
out with information she even gave us non civil engineering information which would help us with the poster. 
Irene helped us pick an appropriate structure that we would be able to find a surplus of information about. 
 
This was a project that I was really unsure as to what the point in it was. I thought that it was going to just be a 
couple of awkward meeting with our mentor then choose a random building in their home country. As soon as we 
had our first meeting it was evident that this was not going to be the case. Our mentor was incredibly enthusiastic 
about the task which meant that the task was so much more enjoyable than it could have been. 
 
My group worked with a mentor from Sweden (Annie) on our poster, allowing us to talk to someone more 
experienced than us and learn more about the culture as well as Civil Engineering in Sweden. Another interesting 
aspect was learning about Sweden from Annie as we got to know more about what it is like to live there. It was a 
bit of a funny coincidence having a Swedish mentor as my last name is Swedish, so I also got to learn how to 
pronounce it in Swedish. 
 
It was good to meet our mentor from Croatia who was looking forward to working with us. 

Through the research that was carried out, I believe that this assignment allowed to me gain access to 
information and knowledge about structures from my native country which I may not previously have had or 
known about. In my opinion, it was a great opportunity which I grabbed with both hands.  
 
After the initial meeting we decided to choose the national stadium in Warsaw, group work proved to be essential 
at this stage a majority of the information was in polish which he had no clue about apart from our buddy. The 
buddy played a fundamental role as an interpreter which allowed us to filter the required information. 
 
I found this assignment very interesting and talking to our international mentor was incredibly helpful during our 
two meetings and he also responded very quickly to any emails with questions. However, due to the troubles 
currently ongoing in Syria, it was very difficult to find any useful information online. 
 
In addition to helping us with the coursework, I enjoying speaking with our mentor as she gave us advice about 
other class projects/exams and told us what the curriculum was like in second year. 
 
I found working with a  5th year student really helped as well as they have more knowledge when it comes to civil 
engineering which meant the things he was teaching us were coming from someone of the same mind-set but 
with a better understanding. 
 
I was given the opportunity to speak to a student in 4th year from Poland named Kuba Burda, a very polite and 
intelligent future engineer. Kuba was very helpful with the coursework and had lots of ideas and tips on how to 
complete the task we were given. He carried out some research in his free time to help the group out so that it 
was easy to do our poster. Not only did Kuba help us with the coursework, but he was able to answer our 
questions surrounding the near future as we are nearing the end of our first year at the University of Strathclyde. 
Kuba also helped me with a class where I had great difficulty in. This class involved me to use my skills to work 
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out forces etc. on beams and I really struggled to do this. So by contacting Kuba he was able to help me 
understand formulas and by the end of the project, the group I was involved in managed to come 3rd in a 
competition. I was very grateful of his help. 
 
The organisation with our buddy group was great as we were able to meet up and discuss our ideas and expand 
our knowledge about different civil engineering projects that we could have discussed instead. 

 
The EU poster coursework was a new experience for me as an international student. Since I was one of the 
mentors for Sweden I thought that I would not learn anything new. Initially I wanted to do research on another 
country instead of my native one. However, I learned early on that doing research on and introducing some 
Swedish infrastructure was quite knowledgeable. Not only did I learn about infrastructure in general but also 
Swedish contribution to new and exciting construction methods. To look at Swedish industry from an outside 
perspective and learn how my fellow students in my mentor group viewed some of the structures we researched 
was intriguing.  

 
I was one of the mentors for the coursework, this coursework proved to be extremely useful for me. The 
international country my group was in charge of research was the Democratic Republic of Congo. Although I was 
born there, moving to a different country at such at a young age, 8 years old, I unfortunately vaguely remember 
anything from my country of origin. The coursework forced me to learn more about Congo and the civil 
engineering side of it, I was surprised at the amount of construction and aesthetically pleasing buildings that are 
constructed at the heart of the country.  My parents, having lived in DR Congo for a long, were able to help me 
out and inform me on the buildings they visited or remembered. 
 
Overall, I learned a great deal about the civil engineering projects in Nigeria, and listening to our group 
ambassador allowed me to hear direct from someone who is immersed in and has been living in the area first 
hand. It provided me with a realistic and honest insight into the projects and it affects common people in the area.  
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13. Visit / Travel/ International Perspective: 

But Syria…? Nothing comes to mind when I think of it. Not until our big buddy Mohamad Ghazoghli came along 
and told us the wonders of the buildings in Syria. He described the housing and how they were built. There were 
courtyards with different doors to the sides where people resided and they would usually come out in the 
courtyards and converse with their neighbours. It all sounded so fantastic and so exotic that it kind of made me 
wish I lived there. 
 

If I ever do make it to Estonia I will definitely visit the Tallin song festival grounds, hopefully there will be a concert 

on! 

Overall, I believe this coursework was beneficial in the integration of the international students; wherein language 
barriers are overcome, knowledge is exchanged and enhanced, it also raises the awareness of different cultures, 
enabling, preconceived or misconceived views to be altered among my peers. 
 
I’m a person who loves to travel and see different parts of the world and learn from other cultures and customs, in 

fact I think the experience gained from travelling is second to none, and something everyone should seek to do at 

some point. So I think it’s important for us as students to have a good understanding of the rest of the world. In 

fact I’d like to take my career as a Civil Engineer – after chartership – abroad into less developed parts of the 

world. Hopefully bringing expertise gained here in the UK to parts of the world who need help.  

A lot of the stuff I learned about Spain from Irene sparked a curiosity, which I am keen to follow, in international 
engineering projects and possibly working, or even studying abroad later in my career. This would open so many 
more opportunities and allow me to explore many new and exciting aspects of civil engineering and other 
cultures. 

 
I learned something new and it gave me a motivation to travel around the world to see the buildings and the 
structures .I saw very nice bridge in Egypt and a beautiful structure in Italy and the same for other countries. 
 
I will certainly continue my interest in oversea projects along with ones closer to home. The one slightly ambitious 
thing I feel was missing from this project is the possible chance to visit these projects in the overseas countries 
which is obviously a very expensive trip and is unlikely to happen in the near future. 
 
It was an interesting task and I enjoyed learning and listen to our groups’ international student birthplace and 
learn a bit about them.  Being able to talk about engineering in other countries and see the similarities and 
differences between them.  This made the task interesting to me as I would definitely be wanting to in the future 
of my career be wanting to work abroad if I ever got the opportunity. 
 
I would just like to discuss that the meeting with Antonio was quite inspirational and it has inspired me to take the 
leap and do a year abroad when it comes to my third year. Antonio has shown excellent composure and nerve to 
move country in his final year. Even though he states it is daunting and scary, he also says it is one of the best 
experiences you could do. Lastly, I feel like this will enable me to broaden my knowledge and hopefully it will 
open up more job opportunities for the future. 
 
Exploring so many varying projects has also made me realise that I don’t have to stay in my home country if I 
wish to have a fulfilling career. In fact, it has encouraged me to try and work abroad on new and exciting projects 
that will indeed benefit the lives of so many. 
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One of the main things I enjoyed about the assignment was finding out about Oman in general, and looking at 
how visually stunning the mosque was. Oman might not be a particularly usual holiday destination, but the Sultan 
Qaboos Grand Mosque is definitely something I would want to visit in the future. 

 
Meeting and getting to know a student from abroad has also gave me a lot of insight into the prospects of 
studying abroad, something that I have always wanted to do. Working with international students and learning 
about engineering in different countries has resolved any fears I had about how different the course might be and 
any reservations about meeting people.  

 
Overall, I found it inspiring to broaden my civil engineering knowledge to outside of the UK and make it 
international. From my research I would love to visit the project one day when it has finally been completed.  

 
Before doing this project I knew that in the future I wanted to work abroad and researching another country 
helped to inspire me in this endeavour. 
 
I chose to research a new ski lift which was constructed in 2015 in the ski resort of Hundfjället, Sweden. Having 
used many ski lifts on past holidays I have always wondered how the huge steel columns of the chairlifts are 
lifted up steep mountains and installed safely to ensure they can withstand harsh weather conditions and ever 
changing loads.   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Our mentors thoughts and experiences on studying abroad really made me consider doing so in the future as it 
appeared to be a very enjoyable experience to have. 
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Furthermore, it has inspired me to visit such sites around the world, since my desire is to become myself a part of 
this industry in the future. 
 
The chance to ask Amr about his life, both in France and Egypt, was extremely interesting and it has resulted in 
furthering my interest in studying abroad later on in my university career. It was intriguing to hear what he thought 
were the main differences between Scotland, France and Egypt – most of which were to do with people’s 
personalities and their lifestyles. 
 
I chose to look at the development of the transport links within Poland this was of particular interest to me as I 
have planned a holiday to the south of Poland in the summer. 
 
If I am ever in Luxembourg, I hope to visit the Stafelter tunnel and other large projects that we discussed and 
researched. 
 
Overall, I found this project to be interesting and thought provoking and helped me to understand a part of the 
world I have visited many time in a whole new light, not only in studying my particular project, but when 
discussing possible projects within France with my international mentor. I can now look back at many holidays 
and ski trips to France and realise how much civil engineering I was exposed to, from bullet trains to avalanche 
shelters on Alpine roads. This helped make the whole project eye opening and inspiring. 
 
It is also a good way of realising what a widespread community civil engineering is and the numerous 
opportunities that will be available all over the world and not just here in Scotland. I find this to be quite an 
exciting prospect as there hopefully will be the opportunity for me to travel and work in other countries once I 
have graduated.  
 
After viewing all of the posters by other groups as well, it has given me a desire to go travelling see as many 
different countries as I can and learn about the culture within these countries. I would also like to visit a lot of the 
structures that were on the posters as they are magnificent examples of Civil engineering across the world. 
Before this task I hadn't ever considered going to visit Jordan, however now I would be interested in visiting the 
country - both for the engineering structures and the culture. 
 
If ever in the future I visit Greece I’ll certainly be looking out for the locations in relation to me of the different 
areas researched by my group and I in the hope of visiting them and having an improved understanding of them. 
I really enjoyed being involved in this task with my group making a poster about Spain, a country I have been to a 
handful of times but have never taken the civil engineering aspects into account when visiting. 
 
I enjoyed listening to my peer talk about their home country and it has given me a good insight about the country. 
Iran had not been a country on my list of wanting to visit however after learning about it and seeing some of the 
amazing buildings in the country, I would like at some point to visit Iran and see these places for myself. After 
viewing all of the posters by other groups as well, it has given me a desire to go travelling see as many different 
countries as I can and learn about the culture within these countries. I would also like to visit a lot of the 
structures that were on the posters as they are magnificent examples of Civil engineering across the world. 
 

This piece of coursework allowed me to gain a good insight in to a country that I have never had the privilege of 

seeing or visiting before by delving in to new information through researching and guidance by my EU student 

mentor. 

I also felt that meeting someone from another country, who was studying the same course as me, was inspiring 
as they have not only gone through several years at university but have travelled abroad to do so. This 
encouraged me to work harder as it emphasised my ambition to become a civil engineer. 
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I believe now that is in my interest to continue to look at civil engineering projects around the world and to draw 
inspiration from them as well as learn many interesting methods to overcome engineering problems that I may be 
faced with one day.   
 
I found researching The Netherlands to be very interesting. It is not often that another country is in as much focus 
as this assessment required, so learning solely about somewhere outside of the UK was different in a good way. I 
found out from the project how little I knew about the rest of the world not only in terms of engineering. I feel like 
this has been a useful assessment which helps to broaden the knowledge of The Netherlands.  

 
I think working with people who are on later years on the course you are doing is important in allowing friendships 
to form between years. The fact that each of our mentors came from different countries helped reinforce the idea 
that civil engineering is important all over the world in so many different construction designs.  

 
When it comes to the topic of the coursework, it is interesting because it gives the students the chance to 
immerse into different cultures from all around the world. The fact that we live in a more and more globalized 
world these days enables us to look at different situations as well as different solutions. 
 
The idea of each groups mentors being from different countries has given me the thought of civil engineering 
being extremely important everywhere around the world. 
 
 

 
 
This piece of coursework was beneficial not only to my civil engineering education, but I feel it also helped 
improve my international relations.   
 
Looking though some of the many interesting projects that have happened, and are still ongoing, in Poland alone 
have inspired me to look outside of Scotland and the UK as a whole and see other projects that are taking place 
in other counties. 

 
It has broadened my interest in international projects and also pushed me to find out things about civil 
engineering that I will remember throughout my career 
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After experiencing undertaking this coursework, my eyes have been opened to various interest ing and “out there” 
civil engineering projects abroad, specifically in Poland. I’ve had the opportunity to learn about many intriguing 
structures and buildings that I had never even heard of before. 

 
I feel that the thought of having an international mentor helped add to the fact that Civil Engineering is visible 
from all over the world and that forming of the posters for each of the countries involved was a creative addition 
to the sketching task. This coursework task has opened my eyes and has given me a further insight of ideas in 
making civil engineering projects, it has extended my knowledge of civil engineering throughout the world, in 
addition to the construction technology available to us nowadays and the level of problem solving skills that were 
evident in some of the projects displayed on the posters. 
 
I would say that personally I am already relatively open to the world as I have been an expat all my life and I hope 
that this coursework gave my classmates an incentive to look at projects across the borders of Scotland. 
 
Overall I found this assignment very interesting as it proves that studying a course like civil engineering provides 
many great opportunities to work not just in the UK but anywhere in the world. I hope in the future to be involved 
in projects in other countries that I have not had the chance to visit before and perhaps be a part of enhancing 
the lives of people who live there and improve or restore areas where a lot of construction has been damaged 
such as it has in Syria. 
 
I found this coursework interesting as it widened my scope of knowledge about civil engineering. Previously I was 
only aware of famous, historically important projects and projects in my own area. Learning about engineering in 
the European community gave me an idea of new applications for civil engineering as well as different challenges 
and limitations that would not be faced working in Scotland. It provided me with a better understanding of how 
civil engineering interacts with the world e.g. how social circumstances and climate effected engineering projects 
and how they impact society. 
 
I as a student feel that it is not only nice but also educational to allow us see civil engineering in the perspective 
of other nations around the world, that way we could have knowledge not from one but various places to get 
solutions and innovations from. 
 
Our meetings with our mentor were not just based wholly on the completion of the task and conversation soon 
spread to our experiences, both in Scotland and abroad. I found this is to be the best part of project as we could 
relative to each other’s experiences, which I believe was the main purpose of the assignment. 
 
This coursework reinforced my interest in international projects and gave me the will of searching for more 
international projects. 
 
International engineering was perhaps the most influential aspect in which encouraged me to become a civil 
engineering student. Consequently, I was very interested when I see that each buddy group was going to be 
given a different country to study a technique in which that country adopts within engineering. 
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14. Recommend: 

I would highly recommend this coursework for future years as it really is a great opportunity to inspire an interest 
in civil engineering across the globe.   
 
I believe this assignment should be used for every first-year class in the coming years as it is a great way to 

socialise with different people and build confidence which will set each student up for the rest of their time at 

university and also throughout their working career. 

I have also considered this experience to be a resource offered to me by the University so as not only to excite 

others but to involve myself and gradually make me feel at home without being weighed down by the fact that I 

am from another nation. Therefore, like any group activity, I think it is highly recommended for any first year 

student or, at least, to be proposed in various forms throughout the academic path to all students in order to 

make them feel part of a single reality. 

I would definitely recommend the whole experience as a method to impart knowledge to peers and feel it would 

be valuable as a teaching technique for year’s groups to come.   

This is probably my favourite project that I have done so far for the course and would definitely recommend for 
future years with an improvement being that all student are paired up with international student from the above 
years mainly for the experience. 
 
Overall I really enjoyed this piece or coursework and would recommend it to future first year students as it gives 
them the chance to make friends and learn a little about civil engineering in another country. 
 
I would definitely recommend this task to the next group of first years. Although you are researching a new topic it 
is really interesting and creating a poster is a light hearted way of doing so.  
 
I found this project to be very educational and would recommend it to following years as it allows you to meet 
other people on your course, not just in your year. 
 
This exercise was a lot of fun and would recommend it to any new students in the 2017/18 year to come. 
I would recommend to any students in the coming years to make the most of this assignment due to the relaxed 
nature about it and that it is a fun way to begin learning about civil engineering. 
 
All in all, I liked this task and I would recommend it to the next 1st year students because I believe that it is very 
important to meet people who came abroad for studying and thus understand their cultures, life attitudes and etc. 
as well it broadens our vision about variety of the civil engineering projects in the world that are very important in 
our life. 
 
I would like to do the international poster project again if we mixed the buddies up so that we could all learn more 

about other countries and have better international knowledge about civil engineering. 

I would recommend this activity to other lecturers for the above reasons and also simply because it is a fun way 
of learning and it gives students a short break from studying constantly from textbooks and a classroom 
environment. 
 
I also recommend this coursework to other first year students in the coming years as I feel it is a good way for 
them to get to know other students in the class. 
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I would recommend that the project was to be run next year, as I think it was an enjoyable and productive 
exercise. 
 
I would certainly recommend this as it allows the students to gather a wider understanding of civil and structural 
engineering as a trade. It also allows you to realise it on a wider scale than you see in your everyday life, and to 
take the factors that other countries have to deal with into account which you wouldn’t perhaps consider 
otherwise. 
 
From this I would recommended that the task would be continued through to new year and would think that the 
students of the upcoming years would also enjoy the task. 
 
Overall I had a good experience partaking in this project and it’s one I would recommend for 1st year student next 
year. 
 
I would recommend that this project is continued to be taught to first year Civil Engineering students as it gives a 
taste of Civil Engineering in foreign countries that they may not even know exist. 
 
I would definitely recommend this to be done by others if they are interested in civil engineering as it is 
unbelievable how interesting some of the differences in buildings, even simple offices, compared to ones over 
here in the UK. 
 
In the whole I would highly recommend this task to be carried out in the years to come as it was highly enjoyable 
and gives you the freedom to create your own poster with no specific requirements. 
 
I would definitely recommend this task to be carried out in future years as it has been interesting finding out about 
new places and buildings and it immediately installs the importance of international relations within civil 
engineering at this early stage of the course.  
 
I would recommend this project as it inspiring to do further research. I believe it also has the benefit of letting 
international students share their experiences. 
 
I found the whole experience to be enlightening and feel that we taught each other about engineering and social 
aspects of both of our countries, increasing our knowledge and appreciation of how foreign nationals view 
engineering projects from a different perspective, based on their history, culture & education. In conclusion, I am 
very glad to have taken part in this project and would highly recommend that it is continued in the years to come. 
I would recommend this particular piece of coursework to be used in future years at university as it has helped 
me appreciate the vast variety of structures in different countries and how their use can affect materials and 
technology used in the construction phase. 

 
I really hope this is a coursework that will still continue to be given to students in coming years to help them 
integrate themselves better in this country. As a foreigner I really appreciate the fact that the University of 
Strathclyde is helping people like me meet more people and feel at home even so far away from their actual 
homes. 

 
This coursework was beneficial to my education in several ways and it would be worthwhile assigning this to 
future Civil Engineering 1st years. 
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15. Improvements: 

 
I think in a future task more time spent on the final production of the poster would be beneficial to the outcome as 
well as annotating drawings using word processing software. 
 
Overall, I did enjoy doing the poster and presenting it as I feel that it really expanded my knowledge on structures 

from Brunei and several other countries, I also feel as if it made me talk to members of the class that I would 

potentially, otherwise, not talk to. The only thing I would change would be to have more space between the 

groups when presenting as I felt as if it was all a touch congested and muddled which may have caused 

confusion. This may also be a reason for people being shy answering questions as they may have not known 

who was assigned to what poster so did not know who to ask their questions too. 

I would highly recommend that this project is done again next year but maybe earlier on as I found that in the first 
couple of weeks I had plenty of free time on my hands, whereas when I was doing this project I had many 
different class to do projects and studying for as well as having much more commitments. 
 
One thing that I could change during the presentation of the posters was the way we presented them! I think it 
would be better if we had 2 minutes to talk about the country and its culture and then have a look at the posters. 
By introducing the country before the poster, it would be more interesting to take a look at the posters.  
 
During the day of the presentation I could only have a brief look at the other’s group’s posters, I wonder if they 
could be available at my place to read about them more thoroughly. Some countries like Iran, Qatar, Bulgaria or 
Estonia are completely unfamiliar to me and I would really appreciate if I could read about them some more from 
the other’s groups posters. 
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Some of the things that I didn’t like is that I felt we never got enough time to look at other groups posters as I feel 
I didn’t get to look at them all. It would have also been good to have been able to pick a country to study as a 
group but I did still like the fact that we studied Germany’s famous structure because that’s where one of the 
group members was from. 
 
I feel like the buddy side of the task could possibly be removed and just allow the groups to do their own 
research.  
 
On the whole, I enjoyed working on this project. Perhaps our group could have been more organised in meeting 

with our buddy more often, as we only met the once. However, we felt capable of fulfilling the criteria after this 

meeting and going over a few structures in France.  

 

 

 

16. Problems: 
 
Overall this piece of coursework was very tedious and not very challenging however, it was very useful in 
creating connections which will help throughout my journey through university.  
 
For this coursework I really struggled finding information about infrastructure. Our international mentor had to 
help our group out a lot. Quickly it became apparent that there is little modern infrastructure in Syria. Due to the 
ongoing war lots of landmarks within Syria have been destroyed, so another task was trying to find out whether 
the project we were looking at was still even standing. 
 
However, if I were to do this assignment again or a similar assignment I would choose a country with more well 
know buildings or landmarks. Bulgaria, despite having some great building which were clearly well planned and 
constructed, had very little on internet. It was very difficult to find buildings with information on how they were 
constructed and what machinery was used during the construction. 
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Overall this project is good to get basic knowledge on the types of constructions in a country, but it can’t go into a 

great amount of detail and it was hard to work as a team, so it felt like you were working separately until the end 

where you just stick each other’s work together. 

Negatively speaking, I found it slightly confusing. The different deadlines for different parts of the project were 

moved and the marking system I wasn’t completely clear on. I didn’t fully know what was expected of me for the 

reflective essays and how integral they would be to the class. 

The communication between the international student wasn’t great either as only one email was sent about the 

poster project and no advice or insight into the buildings or country was given at all, which did make the project 

harder as all work and information found had to be of the internet and there was no guidance about what aspects 

of the building might be worth mentioning or the history of the building. It was also quite difficult finding a building 

worth mentioning or writing about as many of the buildings in the international student’s country did not have 

many notes about them or were difficult to find internet pages detailing the building or structure. 

The EU international poster is a good task but requires your group to work with you for it to be successful. 
Unfortunately not all of group co-operated. It was only myself and ben who contributed to making the poster. And 
it was only myself that showed up for the class when we presented, so it was a bit embarrassing standing next to 
the incomplete poster myself. 
 
The project still had shortcomings though, and I thought that some students in the group were allowed to 
contribute less to the poster and still share in the marks for work that they never completed. 
 
Personally I did not enjoy this way of learning. On main reason for this is due to the fact it was so difficult to get in 

touch with our mentor as they would take a long time replying to emails which made it difficult to organise the 

roles of the group. Another problem that my group encountered was trying to get every group member’s work in 

on time so we could put together the poster as one member of the group did not submit their part of the poster in 

time for the deadline.  

 
Reflecting on this poster, as much as I enjoyed researching one particular structure and gathering a lot of 
information about it, I think I would have benefitted more if we had taken a more broad outlook and considered 
three or four different structures and analysed how the technology, materials and workforce can vary in different 
construction projects. 
 
I feel the project could be improved by adding a bit of structure to it. Not too much as that would defeat the 
purpose of it but maybe a skeleton or framework to start from as it was very free form and it can sometimes be 
unclear what would be classified as a civil engineering project. 
 
The country we were researching was Malta; this led to a few issues as there weren’t too many interesting 
structures to research. As well as this the structures we did find there was very little information available to use, 
so a lot of annotations we made were just generic facts about structures. Since we did not meet our buddy we 
were unable to gain any local information on the structures that would have added a more interesting aspect to 
the poster. Saying this I still enjoyed finding out about four structures I would of otherwise never have heard of. 
One point, however, that I did find interest was that those in my group who chose to research older, more historic 
structures were unable to fill their posters due to the lack of information available online. This was at odds with 
my own experience researching a more recent structure. 
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I do not feel like I learned much about my mentor’s country from then and only a mediocre amount in general 
however I still learned a fair amount about the buildings, their architecture and the reasons they look the way they 
are and how this ties into their function. 
 
I felt the project was very unorganised and did not have any structure, and all the organisation of the group 
meetings and arranging the poster fell on one member of the little buddy group, this, I feel, is not fair that the 
other members of the group can just do their piece of the poster but still get the same marks as someone who 
organised everything for the group. This could be solved by taking on class from the cl120 to give the groups a 
chance to organise. 
 
The sizes of the groups also made the task harder as if illness is spread between 2 members of the group, that 
means 50% of the group are unavailable to meet and work together for a short time and in a project that has a 
short timescale is extremely inconvenient. Therefore I do believe either larger groups or individual projects would 
solve this problem. This way in a large group, not any one person can be shifted the blame of an unsuccessful 
project or in the case of an individual project, the blame for any mishap solely lies on them. 
 
 
 
 

.     


